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The  Author  thinks  it  proper  to  declare  that 
no  part  of  this  Pamphlet  has  been  written*  with  the 
concurrence,  or  at  the  folicitation  of  any  of  the 
body,  who  are  the  fubject  of  it.  It  is  merely  the 
act  of  an  individual,  who  chufing  to  amufe  his  lei- 
fure  with  political  fpeculation,  has  fixed  on  our 
treatment  of  the  Roman  Catholics  as  meriting  a 
difcuffion,  and  claims  the  privilege  of  a  Free  Ci¬ 
tizen  to  deliver  his  Sentiments  to  the  Public. 
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DEDICATION. 

TO  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  EARL  OF  CHARLEMONT. 


Wh  E  N  a  Project  is  brought  forward,  profeffing 
to  advance  the  Profperity,  and  more  firmly  to  fecure 
the  Conilitution  of  Ireland,  the  looks  and  thoughts 
of  men  are  naturally  directed  to  Lord  Charlemont. 
To  a  Patriot  Nobleman  whofe  life,  his  labours  alike 
and  relaxations,  have  been  copfecrated  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country.  In  the  field,  in  the  fenate,  in 
the  cabinet ;  mingling  literature  with  arms,  tempe¬ 
ring  politics  with  pliilofophy  ;  neglecting  when  the 
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public  exigencies  required  it,  the  cultivation  of  an 
elegant  mind  to  join  In  military  exercifes,  and  fet 
the  example  of  affiduity  and  ardour  ;  returning, 
when  the  neceflky  had  pafFed  away,  to  encourage 
Science  in  the  land  wherein  he  had  planted  freedom; 
creeling  the  temple  of  Liberty,  and  courting  every 
Mufe  to  decorate  the  edifice  ;  excufe,  my  Lord, 
this  Intruflon;  there  is  a  fort  of  eftablifhed  prescrip¬ 
tion  for  foliciting  your  notice  when  Ireland  is  the 
object,  and  the  theme  is  freedom  ;  it  is  a  ranfom 
exacted  for  the  mo  ft  enviable  fttuation  any  man 
can  be  placed  in,  loved,  admired,  and  venerated 
by  an  entire  people. 

I  am  aware,  my  Lord,  that  on  a  former  occa- 
lion,  you  did  not  feeix?  to  concur  in  that 
fentiment,  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  EfFay  to  im- 
prefs  and  to  difTeminate ;  if  it  were  my  deiign 
to  Hatter,  I  fhould  turn  with  a  courtier’s  precau¬ 
tion,  from  this  contrariety  ;  but  relying  on  your 
Lordfhip’s  candour,  I  recall  the  fubjecl,  with  the 
language  indeed  of  expostulation,  not  of  cenfure, 
for  how,  fhould  I  cenfure  the  man,  who  oppofes  to 
reproof  the  feven-fold  fhield  of  public  virtue  and 
private  benignity  ?  To  your  underftanding,  my 
Lord,  there  is  a  more  direct  avenue  than  by  panegy¬ 
ric  ;  let  it  ftand  as  the  moft  ample  teftimony  to  your 
good  fenfe,  that  you  are  requefted  to  reconfider  an 
©pinion  once  delivered,  and  of  your  Importance  in 
the  nation,  that  difeuffing  a  great  ftate  queftion,  it 
is  my  wifh,  to  make  your  Lordfhip  my  firft  pro- 
felyte.  So  deeply  rooted  are  our  antipathies,  to 
many  amongft  us,  the  very  name  of  Popery  is  an 
abomination  ;  they  ftart  at  the  moft  remote  hint 
of  indulgence  to  that  hated  people ;  fuch  con.fi- 
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derations  could  have  never  influenced  Lord  Char- 
lemont  ;  when  my  Lord,  the  authority  of  your 
great  name,  was  oppoied  to  the  career  of  liberality* 
the  intended  alteration  mutt  have  appeared  inex¬ 
pedient  ;  I  know  that  many  wife  and  honourable 
perfons,  who  like  you,  feel  warmly  for  the  rights 
of  mankind,  entertain  a  fentiment,  as  If  Roman 
Catholics  are  not  fufficiently  prepared  to  receive 
the  feeds  of  civil  Liberty  ;  I  cannot  affent  to  this 
doftrine,  and  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  other  parts 
of  the  fubjeef,  may  I  indulge  my  vanity  with  a 
hope  that  additional  lights  are  to  be  offered  ;  yet 
Ihould  I  fail  in  imprefling  on  your  Lordfhip  the 
wilhed  for  conviHion,  1  muh  continue  to  refpect, 
in  a  virtuous  mind,  what  I  am  conftrained  to  clafs 
among  its  foibles. 

Brutus  fays  they  are  ambitious* 5 
“  But  Brutus  is  an  honorable  man.55 

It  will  be,  amldft  the  improvements  of  a  future 
period,  that  the  parties,  which  now  diffract  the 
country,  lhall  be  extinguifhed  ;  and  the  motives 
which  at  this  day  indifpofe  very  honeft  men,  to 
the  caufe  of  the  Roman  Catholics  be  neglected  or 
forgotten  ;  the  ftream  of  time  as  it  wafts  to  pofle- 
rity,  the  events  of  this  important  i£ra,  will  not 
buoy  up  the  various  feelings,  by  which  individuals 
are  actuated;  when  at  that  day,  my  Lord,  ITifto- 
ry,  records  your  name  among#  the  illuftrious  wor¬ 
thies,  who  have  ufed  their  rank,  but  as  the  inftru- 
ment  of  public  advantage  ;  with  the  Hornes,  the 
Egmonts,  and  the  Nanaus,  or  with  your  own 
Rockingham  and  Saville;  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
amazement,  why  the  benevolent  friend  of  mankind 
2  hi  on  Id 
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fhould  acquiefce  in  what  then  will  appear  unjuft 
privation  ;  the  difinterefted  and  enthufiaftic  Patriot 
fhould  countenance  what  will  feem  not  calculated 
to  promote  his  country’s  interefts  ;  on  this  fide 
alone  will  malignity  attempt  to  whifper  mifrepre^ 
fentation  ;  on  this  a&  alone  will  fame  be  filent,  or 
as  flie  extends  the  annals  of  your  life,  an  example 
to  future  noblemen,  on  this  page  only  will  fhe 
drop  a  tear,  and  fuffer  it,  like  the  difavowed  vic¬ 
tories  of  Condetobe  torn  from  her  record. 
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T  HE  laws  which  punifh  non  conformity 
to  the  eflablifhed  church,  have,  frequently,  in 
England  been  boldly  and  rigoroufly  canvaffed, 
the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  fyftem  laid  open 
without  referve,  and  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who  uphold  it,  arraigned  with  not  a  little  acri¬ 
mony.  The  imperious  domination  which 
prefumes  to  didlate  to  a  faftidious  confcience 
appeared  in  its  true  light  to  the  Proteflant  diA 
fenters,  a  defcription  of  refolute  and  high  fpi- 
rited  men,  jealous  of  their  own  rights,  and 
ufually  not  indifferent  to  the  rights  of  others  ; 
in  the  arguments  of  thefe  learned  and  dif- 
cerning  perfons,  (for  fuch  is  the  character  of 
the  prefbyterian  advocates)  the  evidence  of 
truth  appeared  forcible,  juttice  was  vidlorious, 
yet  was  not  the  conviction  they  fo  fuccefsfully 
labored  to  imprefs,  defigned  alike,  for  univer- 
fal  benefit ;  it  flood  rather  as  a  barrier  parti¬ 
ally  erected  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  in¬ 
temperance  of  profperous  bigotry,  not  an  ef¬ 
fectual  bulwark  to  repel  every  encroachment 
of  falfe  zeal,  machinating  againft  the  rights  of 
man  under  the  affedlation  of  religion  ;  much 
in  the  ground  work  was  done  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  caufe  of  liberty  ;  in  this  fchool  were 
firft  promulgated  the  facred  dodlrines  of  man’s 
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native  dignity  and  freedom ;  here  firft  were  ac¬ 
curately  dated  how  far  fociety  may  proceed  in 
its  reftrietions,  and  a  ftandard  was  fixed  to  as¬ 
certain  by  what  degree  of  Sacrifice  its  propofed 
advantages  are  to  be  purchafed  :  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  confcience  were  fully  vindicated,  the  ex- 
ercife  of  judgment,  on  matters  purely  religious, 
were  afferted  not  cognizable  by  any  human  tri¬ 
bunal.  But  having  effectually  removed  from 
themfelves  the  odium  of  imputed  tenets  which 
might  fubjeCt  them  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
magiftrate  ;  they  infinuated,  that  with  regard 
to  other  feCts  the  alarm  was  not  fo  completely 
groundless,  but  that  there  did  exift  opinions 
not  like  their  own,  irreprehenfible  and  inno¬ 
cent. 

.1  /  Que  fibi  quisque  timebat . 

Unius  in  miferi  exitium  converfa  tulere . 

Of  this  le6l  contemned  and  forlorn  as  it  has 
ufually  appeared  I  profefs  myfelf  the  advocate. 
I  litherto  Such  has  been  the  timidity  of  the  ag¬ 
grieved  party,  fuch  the  force  of  inveterate  pre¬ 
judice  under  which  it  Suffers  ;  the  cafe  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  has  feldom  been  obferved 
with  an  eye  of  fteady  deliberation,  fuch  as 
the  nature  of  the  fubjed  merits  ;  it  has  been 
urged  rather  as  a  fuppjication  of  indigent  ca¬ 
lamity  than  a  folemn  date  queftion  of  expe¬ 
diency  and  juftice,  and  addreffed  not  to  the 
good  fenfe,  but  to  the  commiferation  of  their 
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fellow  citizens.  I  wifh  to  prefent  it  in  the 
fhape  of  a  ferious  public  concern,  and  not  lefs 
effential  in  the  fcheme  of  Irifh  conftitution, 
than  bills  (I  mention  thefe  meafures  with  ref- 
ped)  of  reform  and  refponfibility.  We  live 
in  an  age  in  which  this  difcuffion  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected,  an  age  of  benevolent  attention  to  the 
bufferings  of  men,  of  vigorous  enterprize  and 
hardy  fpeculation.  In  this  country  it  particu¬ 
larly  is  called  for ;  we  prefs  with  commenda¬ 
ble  ardor  to  corred  our  form  of  government, 
and  labour  to  model  it  as  much  as  poffible  by 
the  purity  of  perfect  freedom.  Whilft  one  part 
of  the  nation  is  deeply  engaged  in  this  impor¬ 
tant  controverfy,  the  other,  it  is  to  be  fup- 
pofed,  may  recoiled:  that  they  too  have  pre¬ 
tentions  ;  they  may  enquire,  why  fhould  this 
boafted  boon  of  liberty  be  made  a  monopoly 
to  their  exclufion.  The  requihtion  may  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  tumult ;  may  heaven  avert  the 
effects  of  fuch  a  cataftrophe.  The  refufal  may 
be  attended  with  a  meafure  of  gradual,  tho’ 
not  lefs  certain  ruin.  A  nation  at  our  door  bleft 
with  the  happieft  climate,  at  this  moment  free, 
and  which  lliortly  will  be  tranquil,  extends 
its  arms  with  rapture  to  receive  them.  Irilh- 
men  !  Muft  your  country  too,  ftand  a  bleeding 
vidim  at  the  altar  of  renovated  freedom  ?  is  it 
not  fufficient  that  the  other  horrors  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century  are  reprefented  before  us  in  the 
extravagance  of  an  irritated  people  ?  Mult  you 
too  enter  on  the  fcene,  and  to  compleat  the  re- 
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femblance,  exhibit  a  nation  laid  wafte  by  the 
obftinacy  of  its  rulers,  your  wealth  and  po¬ 
pulation  compelled  to  feek  refuge  in  a  rival 
empire,  and  repay  iz  for  that  afylum,  with  the 
hardy  induftry  of  Ireland. 

Befides  this  obvious  motive  for  tempering 
the  rigour  of  thefe  inftitutions,  it  is  not  very 
eafy  to  conceive  how  we  can  expert  to  maintain 
the  equipoife  effential  to  a  free  ftate,  when  a 
very  numerous  body  is  compelled  to  become 
abjedtly  dependant  on  the  executive  power; 
Vaffals  without  political  pride,  political  im¬ 
portance,  or  political  interefts. 

The  omen  is  rather^  unfavourable  for  the 
caufe  I  recommend,  and  it  will  probably  not 
be  over  looked  as  a  plaufible  objection,  that  in 
England  the  demand  of  the  moft  favoured  fe£t 
has  with  fome  harfhnefs  been  rejected.  The 
firft  minifter  avows  himfelf  not  difpofed  to 
communicate  the  advantages  of  the  ftate  in- 
difcriminately  amongft  its  members ;  of  late 
too  a  profelyte  has  been  added  to  this  feet  of 
politicians,  a  great  name,  the  pride  of  litera¬ 
ture  and  of  his  country,  and  from  whom  I 
diffent  with  more  reludtance  and  timidity 
than  from  an  hoft  of  Minifters.  In  this  in- 
ftance  I  venture  to  differ  from  Mr.  Burke,  but 
it  is  on  the  means  of  procuring  happinefs  to 
mankind,  our  end  is  {till  the  fame,  it  is  that 
upon  which  the  labours  of  his  long  and  ho¬ 
norable  life  have  been  expended. 

Soli  quippe  vacat ,  Jludiisque  odiisque  carenti. 

Humanum  lugere  genus . 

It 


INTRODUCTION.  v 

It  is  not  my  province  to  comment  on  the 
condudl  of  the  Englifli  parliament,  I  confefs 
I  have  as  yet  feen  no  inducement  to  retradl 
an  opinion  founded  on  that  of  a  very  able  rea^ 
loner,  that  by  inattention  to  religious  feeds 
you  molt  effectually  appeafe  the  rancour  of 
religious  oppofition  ;  at  lead:  it  is  deprived  of 
two  powerful  auxiliaries,  ambition  and  jea- 
loufy.  Rut  whatever  may  be  the  conduct  of 
England,  there  is  no  analogy  in  the  lituation 
of  the  refpediive  claimants.  If  the  Englilh  par¬ 
liament  think  lit  to  refufe  power  to  its  diiTe li¬ 
ters,  it  cannot  be  inferred  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  fhoiild  be  denied  protec¬ 
tion,  much  lefs  can  it  be  argued,  that  becaufe 
France  is  reduced  to  the  neceiiity  of  taking  its 
government  to  pieces,  and  Thill  feels  the  con¬ 
vulsions  infe parable  from  that  awful  expedi¬ 
ent  the  legifiature  of  another  nation  ought  not 
cooly  to  hear  the  complaint  of  its  fubjedts,  in- 
veftigate  at  leifure  the  nature  of  their  griev¬ 
ance,  and  apply  without  commotion,  the  ne- 
ceflary  remedy.  It  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that 
of  all  human  inftitutions  government  alone  is 
not  fufceptible  of  improvement,  no,  the  pru¬ 
dent  politician  dreads  the  hand  which  tears, 
not  that  which  rectifies  ;  he  does  not  prefume 
that  in  the  imbeciliity  entailed  on  our  imper¬ 
fect  nature,  there  is  an  exception  in  favour  of 
the  maxims  bv  which  dates  are  regulated  :  con- 
fcious  of  this  truth  and  earned  to  avert  the 
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evils  of  a  government  not  correfponding  with 
what  ought  to  be  its  objeft,  the  happinefs  of 
the  people,  he  will  court  a  mild  and  temperate- 
revifion,  accommodate  his  policy  to  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  times,  and  not  criilh  his  fubjedt 
under  the  weight  of  inftitutions  which  have 
Survived  their  meaning,  inftitutions  im pro¬ 
vidently  formed  by  men  of  exafperated  paffi- 
ons  who  executed,  by  the  abufe  of  power,  what 
they  had  conceived  in  the  abufe  of  Chriftia- 
nity. 

AVhen  the  wiflies  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  oppofed,  on  any  great  deftgn  of  national 
advantage,  we  ufually  accufe  fome  refinement 
in  the  cabinet  of  England,  that  great  nation 
of  which  magnanimity  is  the  charadteriftic 
virtue,  is  fuppofed  to  depend  on  ftratagem  for 
its  afcendant ;  and  that  too  in  a  country  inclin¬ 
ed  to  proceed  to  infatuation  in  its  affectionate 
attachment  to  Great  Britain.  It  will  not  be 
neceflary  to  infift  on  the  profligacy  of  that  bafe 
artifice — u  divide  and  govern?'  Surely  thofe  who 
endeavour  to  practice  it  are  injudicious  in  the 
■  choice  both  of  the  nation  and  the  particular 
inftance  for  which  they  feledt  it.  Remove  the 
caufes  of  complaint,  the  effedts  of  confe- 
quence  muft  ceafe,  the  intereft  of  the  filter 
kingdoms,  and  the  influence  of  connexion 
and  property  mutually  intermingled,  will  fuf- 
ficiently  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  it  is  not  to  indulge  ambition,  or  contend 
for  a  phantom  of  pre-eminence,  that  a  pros¬ 
perous 
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perous  people  will  plunge  into  the  horrors  of 
civil  conflict.  But  let  the  managers  for  Englilh 
influence  beware  how  they  multiply  the  caufes 
of  difcontent  and  inducements  to  innovation. 
If  every  fubdiviflon  into  which  our  country¬ 
men  unhappily  are  rent,  be  angered  and  dif- 
contented,  if  the  Proteftant  complain  that  his 
dear-bought  privileges  are  invaded,  the  Roman 
Catholic,  that  he  is  defrauded  of  the  common 
benefits  of  fociety.  I  dare  not  dwell  on  the 
profpedt,  it  is  neither  cheering  nor  confola- 
tory  to  the  friends  of  Ireland  and  of  the  Em¬ 
pire.  Like  all  other  rules  which  compofe  the 
myftery  of  tyrants,  I  can  difcern  little  in  this 
celebrated  maxim,  befides  obliging  thofe  who 
pradtife  it  to  a  more  vigilant  policy  and  more 
minute  attentions.  There  is  another  maxim 
not  much  ufed  by  politicians,  but  worth  the 
whole  fcience  of  their  intrigues  and  diflimu- 
lations.  “  Do  to  others  as  you  would  wil¬ 
lingly  be  done  by.”  If  by  the  aid  of  this 
holy  precept  the  artifice  of  courts  was  reduc¬ 
ed  to  common  fenfe  and  common  honefiy, 
how  much  more  enviable  the  lot  of  men,  how 
much  more  tranquil  the  condition  of  thofe 
who  govern. 

If  I  fucceed  no  further  it  will  at  lead  prove 
fatisfactory  to  have  removed  the  queftion  frozn 
the  loofe  invective  in  which  it  has  hitherto 
been  involved  into  a  form  of  more  corredt  and 
rational  deliberation.  The  object  of  my  effay 
can  fearcely  attract  cenfure,  it  is  calculated  to 
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diffipate  the  antipathies  and  compote  the  dif- 
fenfions,  which  for  two  centuries,  have  ren¬ 
dered  Ireland  proverbially  the  land  of  fadlion. 
With  the  zeal  which  fhould  animate  a  patriot, 
but  preferving  the  refpedt  to  which  eftablifhed 
ufage  is  entitled,  with  the  boldnefs  of  an  Irifli- 
man  pleading  for  his  country’s  liberty,  firm 
yet  I  truft  temperate  in  his  expoftulation ;  I 
remonltrate  againft  what  often  have  been  pro¬ 
nounced  errors  in  our  domeftic  policy,  and 
which  have  been  accufed  of  fruflrating  the 
natural  advantages  of  our  fituation.  I  proceed 
ftill  further  to  arraign  the  artifice  of  defigning 
men  who  uphold  this  fyftem  ;  and  the  delufion 
of  falfe  reafoners,  who  acquiefce  in  it  as  form¬ 
ing  impediments  to  the  permanent  and  peace¬ 
ful  fettlement  of  our  conftitution.  The  argu¬ 
ment  will  probably  be  conducted  with  tem¬ 
per,  it  is  advanced  by  one  who  takes  very  lit¬ 
tle  concern  in  the  pre-eminence  of  any  fedl, 
but  who  willies  to  fee  the  jurifdidlion  of  power 
limited  to  its  proper  objedls,  and  whofe  feel¬ 
ings  are  warm  in  the  caufe  of  juftice  and  his 
country.  Fortunate  country,  if  mutually  for¬ 
getting  the  animofities  to  which  diftempered 
times  gave  origin,  every  order  of  its  fons  were 
alike  occupied  in  promoting  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  and  alike  invited  to  partake  in  the  public 
happinefs. 
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Of  the  ge?ieral  rules  which  fjould  guide  a  Legis¬ 
lator  in  impofmg  penalties . 

T  H  E  Legiflature  in  the  Britifh  conftitution 
is  ufually  pronounced  omnipotent ;  we  know 
it  is  true  of  no  tribunal  paramount  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  competent  in  the  firft  inftance  to 
revife  or  to  annul  its  ordinances;  but  (till  there 
lies  an  appeal  to  public  opinion,  by  this  dil- 
criminating  circumftance  the  free  is  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  defpotic  government ;  and 
the  inftitutions  of  the  Britifh  nations  have  been 
peculiarly  provident  to  maintain  it.  The  lc- 
giflator  is  bound  in  every  inftance  to  exercife 
his  truft  with  a  view  to  preferve  the  harmony 
of  the  ftate,  and  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
the  individual,  and  is  refponfible  with  his  re¬ 
putation  for  the  exacft  performance  of  this 
duty. 

Whereas  in  the  cafe  of  the  Irifti  popery  laws 
the  facrifice  exacted  is  of  rights  effential  to 
man’s  well  being,  and  the  penalties  impofed 
wreft  from  him  the  very  firft  advantages  he 
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could  have  hoped  to  procure  by  political  affoci- 
ation,  it  becomes  a  talk  more  indifpenfably  in¬ 
cumbent  oil  perfons  in  authority  to  juRify  their 
conduct ;  there  furely  exifls  no  internal  and 
decifive  evidence,  why  a  man  for  having  been 
educated  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  becomes 
of  neceffity  unworthy  the  confidence  of  fociety 
and  ought  to  be  excluded  from  its  advantages  ; 
and  convincing  reafons  fhould  indeed  be  of¬ 
fered,  to  account  for  what  otherwife  muft  be 
admitted  fomewhat  paradoxical,  that  in  a  free 
Rate  there  is  buffered  to  arife  a  great  landed, 
and  a  great  monied  intereft,  not  connected 
with  the  confutation,  not  participating  in  the 
bleflings  of  liberty,  nor  by  any  means  concern¬ 
ed  to  preferve  them.  I  cannot  admit  as  fuffi- 
cient  what  fometimes  is  alledged  that  good  or¬ 
der  is  preferred  by  maintaining  a  fubordina- 
tion  of  religious  parties,  no  religious  opinions, 
nor  the  confequences  of  any  religious  opinions 
are  as  likely  to  prove  fubverfive  of  good  order 
as  are  breach  of  faith,  fedudlion  and  adultery; 
crimes  againft  which,  it  would  feem  without 
detriment  to  the  Rate,  there  is  not  denounced 
any  fimilar  fentence  of  exclufion. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  popery  laws  are 
fome  kind  of  national  injury,  and  a  very  fe- 
vere  hardfhip  on  the  individual  fufferers  ;  this 
queRion  then  of  neceffity  arifes,  is  there  any 
counterbalance  of  good  by  which  thefe  evils 
are  compenfated  ?  It  is  my  opinion  there  is 
not,  and  this  opinion  from  a  fair  flatement  of 
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their  prefumed  benefits,  and  certain  inconve- 
niencies,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  corroborate.  It 
will  I  hope  not  be  denied  that  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  like  other  men  are  governed  by  their  paf- 
fions  and  their  interefts,  and  that  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  either,  they  do  not  like  wild  beafts 
rufh  upon  their  prey  to  the  rilk  of  deftruftion, 
but  are  guided  like  the  reft  of  men  by  rules  of 
common  fenfe  and  of  expediency. 

If  nothing  can  be  oppofed  but  that  ftale  re¬ 
petition  of  invecftive  and  prejudice,  of  childifh 
furmife  and  vifionary  apprehenfion,  which 
conftitutes  in  general  the  accufation  againft: 
Roman  Catholics,  my  argument  will  ftrongly 
plead  for  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder  under 
which  they  Suffer,  and  with  the  more  force,  as 
we  happily  live  in  a  ft  ate  of  fociety  in  which 
government  ought  not  to  be  reduced  to  the  des¬ 
potic  expedient  of  Securing  on  fufpicion ;  in 
Turkey  fuch  a  neceflity  might  arife,  but  the 
politics  of  the  divan  will  fcarceiy  be  offered 
in  the  Britifh  empire  as  a  precedent  or  model ; 
our  rational  and  equal  liberty  gives  to  every 
man  a  fimilar  intereft  in  the  public  harmony, 
and  both  its  internal  force,  and  the  affections  of 
its  fubjedts,  beftow  incontrovertibly  upon  our 
government,  a  fufficient  degree  of  energy  to 
diflipate  every  projeCi  againft  its  peace,  to  de¬ 
feat  even  overt  aCts,  and  animadvert  upon  the 
abettors  of  fuch  defigns  with  exemplary  ven¬ 
geance. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Of  the  hardjhips  inffifded  on  the  Roman  Catholics 

by  the  Popery  Laws . 

T  H  E  definition  is  not  too  extenfive,  which 
deferibes  the  difqualifications  impofed  in  Ire¬ 
land  on  Roman  Catholics,  as  amounting  to 
an  utter  exclufion  from  all  that  can  cherifh  the 
line  emotions,  or  foothe  the  laudible  ambition 
of  the  noble  mind  ;  from  whatever  imparts  its 
energy  to  courage,  to  integrity,  firmnefs,  to  ge¬ 
nius  and  animation  ;  that  in  fa6t,  they  confti- 
tute  an  ordinance  of  Hate,  forbidding  two 
thirds  of  the  Irifh  nation  to  confider  themfelves 
as  men  of  principle  or  freemen. 

But  through  the  entire  fyftem  this  charac- 
teriftic  is  predominant,  that  power  and  confi¬ 
dence  are  rigidly  witheld,  and  a  line  drawn  be¬ 
tween  thefe  who  are  the  objedls  of  coercion 
and  all  the  other  members  of  the  community  ; 
that  the  moft  profligate  of  the  reformed  fedls 
is  prefumed  more  truft-worthy,  than  any  how¬ 
ever  reputable  of  the  unfavoured  religion,  and 
that  thefe  latter  are,  upon  all  occafions  expofed 
to  the  contumely  of  this  mortifying  fuppo- 
fition. 
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Thus  by  withholding  from  them  the  elec¬ 
tive  franchife,  they  are  pronounced  unfit  to  aCt 
as  truftees  for  their  own  and  for  their  country’s 
liberty. 

They  are  precluded  from  the  hope  of  ad¬ 
vancement  thro’  the  medium  of  the  active 
profeflions,  and  from  the  emolument  which 
lefs  ambitious  induftry  might  obtain  in  the 
diftribution  of  public  employments. 

They  are  ftigmatized  as  fufpicious  perfons; 
to  whom  the  prudence  of  the  legiflature  is 
obliged  to  deny  the  ordinary  protection  of 
uftng  military  weapons. 

The  midnight  robber  if  repulfed  in  his  at¬ 
tack,  is  enabled  to  exchange  his  character  by 
day,  and  to  expofe  his  victim  to  a  legalized  in¬ 
jury,  perhaps  more  fevere  than  could  have 
been  inflicted  by  his  depredation. 

Let  me  not  be  told  that  this  penalty  is  rare¬ 
ly  inflicted ;  the  cant  of  the  prefent  day  is 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and  conduCt,  as  twenty 
years  back  it  was  the  dangers  of  popery,  and 
the  neceflity  of  preventing  the  growth  of  it ; 
it  is  not  impoflible  that  the  caprice  of  twenty 
years  hence,  may  re {tore  the  original  order 
of  precaution  andjealoufy. 

Neither  can  I  admit  it  as  much  confola- 
tion,  that  a  difpenfing  power  is  conferred  on 
government,  it  ft  ill  remains  a  fubjeCt  of 
juft  complaint  to  the  fufferers,  that  a  rafh 
and  unneceflary  mark  of  opprobrium  is  fet 
upon  their  body ;  that  the  relief  to  indivi¬ 
duals 
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duals  is  rendered  precarious  by  the  forms  of 
application,  and  burclenfome  by  the  perqpifites 
of  office.  To  the  nation  at  large  it  muft  become 
an  objedl  of  ferious  confideration,  whether, 
as  with  the  riling  profperity  of  Ireland,  the 
property  of  Roman  Catholicks  becomes  ex- 
tenflve ;  fo  dangerous  an  engine  of  influ¬ 
ence  fhould  be  entruffed  to  the  executive 
government. 

To  fhare  in  the  rotation  of  public  oflices, 
according  to  the  nature  of  his  qualifications 
and  his  merit,  is  a  pretenfion  which  every  ci¬ 
tizen  is  authorized  to  offer.  We  contribute 
with  more  chearfulnefs  our  quota  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  exigencies,  when  we  recolledt  that:  from 
this  fund,  perhaps  a  fop.  or  brother  abfolutely 
does  at  prefent,  or  is  likely  at  fom.e  futpre  day 
to  derive  the  means  of  honorable  fubfiftence, 
and  thus  in  the  emolument  of  clpfe  connexi¬ 
ons,  the  burden  of  taxes  is  alleviated ;  from 
this  confblation,  faint  and  frivolous  as  it  will 
naturally  appear,  the  Roman  Catholic,  by  the 
fpecial  interference  of  the  kgiflatur.e  is  pre¬ 
clude^;  an  atl  of  rigour  the  more  unwar- 
rantabll^as  the  Sovereign  alone  is  the  dif- 
penfer  of  this  public  bounty,  and  there  is  no 
great  reafoii  fo  apprehend,  that  even  without 
the  admonition  of  an  Adi  of  Parliament,  he 
would  not,  in  cafe  of  danger,  provide  with 
fufficient  vigilance  for  his  own  fecurity. 
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The  prohibition  to  embark  in  the  mo  ft  en¬ 
viable  profeffions,  challenges  its  place  in  this 
inveftigation.  To  a  Roman  Catholic  of  ordina¬ 
ry  means,  unlefs  he  will  confent  to  a  w-afteful 
partition  of  his  property,  that  which  to  others 
is  a  fource  of  pride  and  confolation,  his  chil¬ 
dren  are  a  burden  ;  clofed  to  them  are  the 
avenues,  which  lead  from  the  middle,  to  the 
fuperior  ranks  of  life,  the  fafcinating  career  of 
intellect  and  genius.— In  the  various  walks  of 
traffic,  to  which  this  people  are  limited,  it  is 
idle,  nay,  dangerous,  to  engage  without  a 
natural  bias,  or  habits  ftrongly  impre fifed  by 
education  ;  let  but  the  accident  of  birth  or 
early  prejudice,  fix  firmly  in  the  Romiiii  faith 
a  mind  naturally  intelligent  and  a  drive,  the 
vigour  which  fhould  have  fignalizea  itfelf 
in  the  field,  the  fertile  foil,  in  which  imagina¬ 
tion  had  luxuriantly  fprouted,  and  good  feme 
been  cultivated  with  advantage,  produces  but 
an  outlaw,  a  vagabond  or  bankrupt.  Of  the 
ill  policy  of  refuting,  in  the  military  depart¬ 
ments  the  fervices  of  our  Roman  Catholic 
countrymen,  the  brave  fellows,  who  difiiri- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
have  frequently  been  cited  as  evidence  ;  of 
the  imprudence  of  that  conduct  we  received 
not  long  fince  at  home,  a  lefifon  fufficiently  in- 
ftrudtive,  when  every  gale  was  expected  to 
waft  the  horrors  of  invafion  to  our  coaft,  and 
in  the  general  depreffion  of  the  empire,  the 
people  of  Ireland  addreffihg  themfelves,  like 

the 


the  ancient  Britons  to  their  accuftomed  pro¬ 
testors,  were  rebuffed  like  that  people,  with  a 
tale  of  mifcarriage,  a  picture  of  diftrefs,  and 
a  confeflion  of  inability;  in  that  day  of 
confuffon,  we  were  obliged  to  forget  the 
boafted  wifdom  of  our  fathers,  and  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  it  ;  thefe  precious  inftitutions  ;  we 
had  no  inclination,  no  leifure  to  confult  a  ca- 
techifm,  a  martyrology,  or  a  legend,  to  decide 
what  meafure  of  confidence  might  be  repofed 
in  men,  when  the  ftake  is  all  that  is  dear*  to 
them. — But  recollecting  for  once  the  natural 
force  of  the  ftate,  we  called  on  thefe  infulted 
and  injured  Papifts,  to  defend  a  country,  in 
which  they  are  not  cheriflied.  This  was  not 
an  hour  to  deem  the  fword  a  dangerous  dele¬ 
gation,  or  hefitate  at  that  language  of  frater¬ 
nal  concord,  which  the  arrogance  of  even  very 
late  times  has  held  degrading. — The  Roman 
Catholics  did  not  hefitate,  what  line  of  con¬ 
duct  was  to  be  purfued,  they  came  forward 
without  reluctance,  and  to  their  decided  in- 
terpofition,  Ireland  was  at  that  day  of  terror 
indebted  for  its  prefer vation. — Difappointed 
in  the  expectation  of  fupport  in  the  country, 
France  abandoned  as  hopelefs  a  project  long 
defigned,  and  for  which  the  meafures  had 
with  no  little  prudence  been  concerted.  But 
mark  in  the  fequel,  the  retribution  offered  to 
thefe  excellent  citizens. — Happy  had  that  peril 
proved  for  Ireland,  if  as  it  fwept  the  vermin 
of  peevifh  apprehenfions  from  the  land,  the 

w  ftorm 


[  9  ] 


ftorm  had  terminated  their  ex i Hence  ;  they  re¬ 
turned  as  the  horizon  grew  ferene,  to  indulge 
in  the  fun-fliine,  and  marr  the  fair  proipedls  of 
our  tranquillity, —Popery  again  became  for- 
mid  able. —When  we  flood  no  further,  in  need 
of  their  fervices,  we  found  time  to  doubt  the 
good  intentions  of  the  Roman  Catholics.— The 
arms  intruded  to  them  were  in  general  re¬ 
called,  and  themfelves  difcarded  from  moil 
volunteer  corps  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
which  had  immediately  witneffed  their  exerti¬ 
ons.*  In  the  only  inftance,  when  they  might 
have  betrayed  their  country  they  were  trailed, 
in  the  face  of  that  enemy,  whom  their  prepof- 
feflions  were  fuppofed  to  favour  they  were  em¬ 
bodied,  Careffed  and  confided  in,  when  their 
treachery  might  have  ca'nfequences  ;  treated 
with  miftruft  and  icorn,  when  their  fanguine 
efforts  muft  neceflarily  prove  abortive : 
Whence  this  whimfical  overflow  of  confi¬ 
dence,  this  unnatural  return  of  fufpicion  ?  let 
thofe  reconcile  the  apparent  inconiiftency,  to 
whom  the  bondage  of  their  equals  feems 
of  little  moment,  and  who  attempt  to  juftify 
it  by  fome  plea  of  wifdom,  or  appeal  to  expe¬ 
diency.  I  admit  there  is  a  noble  difdain  of 
felfifh  conflderations,  to  which  minds  of  a 
luperior  order  are  not  ft  rangers,  which  fhines 
out  when  the  heart  is  touched  by  its  moil  de¬ 
licate  fnfceptibilities  ;  it  exifts  in  love  ;  it  is 
to  be  found  in  friendfhk) ;  it  is  to  be  ac- 
counted  for  by  patriotifm  ;  regarding  what 
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is  pecuniary ;  it  is  an  ingredient  in  ambi¬ 
tion — but  fuch  are  not  the  feelings  which  in- 
iluence  the  mafs  of  mankind,  warped  fome- 
what  by  paffxon,  they  purfue  their  interefts. 
— Community  of  faith,  a  bond,  which  di- 
vefted  of  other  inducements,  feldom  proved  of 
much  avail,  has  at  this  day  loft  much  of  its 
ufual  efficacy  ;  I  cannot  grant,  that  men  ever 
do  become  fo  negligent  of  their  concerns, 
as  to  tempt  an  enemy  amongft  them, 
merely,  becaufe  he  agrees  with  them  in  fome 
articles  of  creed  and  difcipline  ;  but  comple  tely 
to  refute  thofe  who  aflert,  that  their  country 
cannot  depend  on  the  afrecftions  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  ;  I  will  iiippofe  the  cafe  for  an  in- 
ftant  poffible ;  if  their  mifplaced  affebtions  have 
deviated  from  what  duty  dictates,  they  mu  ft 
furely  have  fome  objebL  If  it  is  not  France 
or  Spain,  the  only  powers,  to  whom  they 
might  reafonably  attach  themfelves,  I  fhould 
gladly  be  informed,  who  it  is  ? — That  it  is  not 
either  is  fufficiently  evinced  by  the  circum- 
ftance  I  allude  to  ;  if  thele  courts  had  adhe¬ 
rents  in  the  country,  a  fecret  intelligence  nuilt 
have  been  eftablifhed,  and  never  could  a  more 
favourable  opportunity  occur  to  profit  of  our 
divifions,  than  when  the  perfons  on  whofe 
difpofitions  they  could  rely,  were  abfolutely 
prepared  with  arms  to  receive  them. — In  fa<ft, 
no  fuch  inclination,  no  Inch  intelligence  at 
the  time  were  even  hinted  at ;  it  was  fup- 
pofed,  and  the  fuppofition  proceeded  no  fur¬ 
ther,  that  the  poor,  becaufe  they  are  defperate, 
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would  become  outrageous.  Why  then  was 
the  old  fyftem  of  rigorous  coercion  revived 
againft  men,  who  in  the  feafon  of  danger  and 
try al,  had  proved  themfeives  with  fo  much 
conftancy  ?  To  me  there  fee  ms  more  of  prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  brutality  of  fifty  years  back.  How¬ 
ever  erroneous  the  judgment  of  thofe,  who 
at  that  day  harraffed  the  Roman  Catholics  ; 
however  cenfurable  their  demeanour,  it  was 
confiftent  throughout.  On  every  rumour  of 
invafion,  the  members  of  this  obnoxious  fed t 
were  treated  with  rigour,  and  their  places  of 
worfhip  levelled ;  but  even  in  that  condudt, 
there  was  fo  me  what  more,  than  bare-faced  im- 
pofition ;  than  a  wifh  to  exercife  dominion, 
and  as  a  pretext  to  preferve  it,  an  affedtation  of 
terror,  which  in  the  perilous  fituation,  that  muft 
have  difcovered  our  genuine  fentiments,  was 

admitted  hypocritical  and  groundlefs. - 

After  the  manner  in  which  we  have  borne 
thefe  two  extremes  of  peace  and  danger,  no 
comment  is  wanting  to  explain  the  motives. 
There  are  certainly  well-meaning  perfons  de¬ 
luded  by  falfe  apprehenfions  of  property,  and 
the  eftablifhment.  On  each  of  thefe  topics,  I 
hope  to  give  ample  fatisfaction,  too  many  are 
led  away  by  the  incenfe  their  vanity  receives 
in  the  confcioufnefs  that  they  mix  with  men, 
whofe  influence  on  the  iiate,  is  to  their  own 
comparatively  diminutive,  whom  they  are  au¬ 
thorized  to  treat  with  the  arrogance  of  protec¬ 
tion,  and  from  whom  they  may  receive  the 
homage  of  dependance. 
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From  the  profehions  connected  with  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  are  alike,  i  know  not  under 
pretence,  excluded.  Th 
created  by  the  Rate,  or  rewarded  by  pub¬ 
lic  bounty.  They  are  merely  the  honor¬ 
able  means  by  which  a  man  feeks  emolument, 
and  pointed  out  by  his  natural  or  acquired 
accomplishments.  To  debar  them  from  this 
fource  of  wealth  and  mode  of  induftry  is  an 
hardship.  It  is  not  lefs  fo,  that  a  roan  in  his 
own  caufe  is  refilled  permiflion  to  employ  the 
talents  of  his  fon  or  brother,— As  in  the  ex- 
clufion  from  public  offices,  fo  in  this  inftance, 
an  additional  pecuniary  burden  is  impofed  on 
the  profeffors  of  this  religion  ;  he  mu  ft  feel  the 
difburfements  of  litigation  doubly  fevere,  who 
recollects  that  the  profufton  is  to  the  emolu¬ 
ment  of  ftrangers,  and  that  no  part  can  poffi- 
bly  be  brought  to  circulate  in  the  little  commu- 
nirv  of  Lis  clofe  connexions. 
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ment,  is  not  as  feme  perfons  weakly  or  wick¬ 
edly  infinuate,  a  bauble  that  attracts  fepten- 
nial  refpedt,  and  foothes  the  fliort-lived  vanity 
of  the  proprietor.— The  elective  franchife  is 
the  foul  of  freedom  ;  the  vital  principle,  which 
circulates  through  the  body  politic,  a  ftream 
diuiiiilmT  animation,  nourifhment  and  vigour: 
where  it  exlfts  not,  th z  people  is  inert  mafs, 
where  •  the  lalntarv  current  does  not  reach, 
morbid  excrefcence  or  gangrene.  However 
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remote  his  influence  on  the  ftate  machine,  the 
conlcioufnefs  that  he  pofleffes  fame  influence, 
gives  to  each  proud  alloc  late  in  the  general  pri¬ 
vilege,  that  fenfe  of  dignity  and  independance* 
which  ennobles  the  meaneft  of  a  free  people. 
I  need  not  dwell  on  the  importance  of  this  fen- 
timent  in  elevating  the  public  mind  and  form¬ 
ing  a  national  character  ;  The  leffbn  was  taught 
to  us  in  America,  it  was  taught  by  our  fathers 
at  Marfton  Moor  and  Edgehiil ;  to  fome  this 
fpecies  of  effect  will  feem  romantic,  and  ti¬ 
mid  politicians  may  wifli  to  fupprefs  an  ani¬ 
mating  prejudice,  that  Sydney  and  Hambden 
would  have  bled  to  fee  eftablifhed ;  but  even 
on  common  interefts  and  occurrences  the  right 
of  fuff rage  has  its  operation.  Upon  this,  as 
upon  a  ground  work  are  erected  the  fy  Items  of 
refponfibility,  and  controul,  thefe  maffy  pillars 
in  the  fabric  of  the  confutation.  By  this  are 
men  at  the  helm  of  government  kept  Heady 
to  the  object  of  their  trull  and  compelled  on 
all  occafions  to  confult  the  happinefs  and  feek 
the  approbation  of  the  fubjedt.  Parliamentary 
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influence  in  its  varied  degrees  is  the  cnam 


which  links  the  moil  eminent  with  the  lower 
orders,  and  the  recommendation  to  number- 
lefs  kind  offices  which  many  ftand  in  need  of. 
The  gentleman  by  his  weight  at  the  coun¬ 
ty  election,  fecures  to  himfelf  an  impor¬ 
tance  far  from  defpicable  in  the  confideration 
of  rural  politics.  Fo  the  citizen  or  yeoman  it 
-obtains  the  kindnefs  of  many,  the  marked  pro- 
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fection  of  fome  one  among  his  powerful  neigh- 
hours;  thus  conftituting,  but  revocable  at  plea- 
lure,  a  fort  of  feudal  intercourfe  promoted  and 
kept  alive  by  a  reciprocity  of  kindnefs 
and  advantage.  I  appeal,  to  thofe  for  whole 
conviction  I  principally  labour,  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people  ;  will  any  among  them  de¬ 
ny,  that,  pending  his  pretentions  to  reprefent 
any  great  city  or  county,  he  is  not  obliged, 
whatever  may  be  his  feelings,  to  extend  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  worii  and  meaneft  of  thofe  who 
can  ferve  him,  rather  than  to  a  Roman  Catholic, 
no  matter  how  meritorious,  but  from  whom  no 
Rich  aid  can  be  expected. 

Without  the  elective  franchife  there  is  no 
lecurity  that  government  may  not  at  any 
time  alleviate  the  burden  of  the  fiate  by  a 
partial  tax  on  popifh  property  ;  this  fpecies  of 
« ait  rage  is  not  without  a  precedent,  in  the  at 
kdsment  of  feme  countv  taxes,  it  is  well  known 
to  have  been  already  p  radii  fed  ;  the  Roman 
Catholics  poflefs  not  that  curb  on  the  difpofal 
*,r  impofition  of  public  money  which  is  given 
to  property  in  every  ftate  pretending  to  free¬ 
dom  ;  for  the  diflribution  of  equal  juftice,  they 
are  (imply  to  depend  on  common  honeity,  a  vir¬ 
tue  of  cafuai  and  uncertain  operationand  which 
is  not  always  to  be  relied  on  as  overpowering  the 
dkdates  of  one's  own  intereft  ;  in  all  this  1  can 
difeern  nothing  to  diferiminate  their  fituation 
iVom  that  of  the  iu  bjeds  of  any  arbitrary  mo¬ 
narch  ; 
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narch  ;  there  are  indeed  no  ftatutes  to  inf lied 
fine  or  corporal  punifhments  at  difcretion  ; 
they  have  that  benefit  of  the  common  law  to 

J 

which  anv  ilraneer  viiitine;  the  country  is  alike 
entitled,  and  from  which,  if  ilnpwrecked  01 
the  coaft  of  America,  they  would  not  by  the 
ipecial  interference  of  a  legifiature  be  pre¬ 
cluded. 

It  will  be  .replied  to  me,  the  argument  has 
often  been  advanced  in  that  Ion?  feafon  of 
mifrule  and  criminal  ill-policy  which  preced¬ 
ed  the  late  I rifh  revolution,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  pofiefs  civil  liberty,  the  diftm<5tio:i 
between  that  and  political  power  will  delicately 
be  laid  down,  and  we  fliall  hear  it  aliened  that 
whilft  the  one  is  not  invaded,  the  other,  a  vain 
pageant,  may  be  wanted  without  detriment ; 
that  is,  if  they  have  reafon  to  believe  that  with- 
out  fome  alledged  caufe  they  fiiall  not  be 
fpoiled  or  imprifoned  ;  if  there  exift  no  parr- 
cular  ufage  of  fending  a  papift  to  the  baftinario 
or  the  galleys,  they  may  truft  to  the  virtue  or 
rather  to  the  convenience  of  others,  that  this 
custom  of  forbearance  will  not  be  violated, 
Farewel  the  fweets,  farewel  the  fecurities  of 
political  liberty  ;  it  has  ever  been  regarded  as 
the  moil  cruel  and  opprefiive  tyranny  that 
thofe  who  govern  feparate  their  filtered  from 
thofe  who  fubmit,  is  it  here  to  be  confidered 
as  no  hardfhip  ?  Is  no  attention  to  be  paid  to 
that  experience,  and  that  maxim, which  pro¬ 
nounce  it  a  vain  hope  that  civil  rights  may  be 

held 
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held  fecure  unlefs  die  enjoyment  he  guaranteed 
by  a  reafonable  proportion  of  political  liberty  t 
without  that  we  hold  our  freedom  but  on 
terms  of  connivance.  He  who  advifes,  that 
the  deareft  concerns  of  his  fellow  citizens 
ihoiild  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the  magiftrate,  or 
the  multitude,  reafons  inaccurately  on  human 
nature,  and  propofes  that  rule  to  others,  to 
which  he  would  not  readily  fubmit  his  own  in- 
terefls.  Would  any  man  confent  to  hold  by  the 
permiffion  of  a  mini  ft  er,  his  property,  orhis  life, 
his  claim  to  atrial  by  jury,  or  to  the  benefit  of 
the  habeas  corpus  aft?  furely  not  the  confidence 
that  thefe  .bleflmgs  are  placed,  beyond  the  reach 
of  power  and  encroachment  of  prerogative  gives 


to  the  Britifh  conflitutioii  that  fuperior  excel¬ 
lence,  which  Europe  envies,  and  which,  we 
who  enjoy  it,  confider  with  exultation.  To 
preferve  inviolate  this  bleffing  has  been  the 
motive  to  every  conflict  which  the  Bri- 
tifh  people  has  engaged  in.  The  Roman 
Catholics  poffefs  at  this  inflant  no  controul 
whatever  over  the  impofition  of  taxes,  and  can 
icarcely  enfure  to  themfelves  common  refpeCt, 
from  the  mean  perfons  to  whom  the  lowed 
departments  of  power  are  entrufted  ;  what  then 
do  I  gain  by  the  buftle  and  cumberfome  forms 
of  a  free  government,  a  precarious  exemption 
from  injury  to  be  continued  to  me  during  the 
caprice  of  the  many,  and  the  convenience  or 
the  few,  and  held  at  belt  by  no  more  fecure 
tenure,  than  a  fluctuating  fafhion  of  liberality  ; 

equal 
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equal,  and  probably  more  durable  advan¬ 
tages  are  to  be  had  from  any  civilized 
monarchy.  I  hear  at  every  inftant  that 
power,  is  a  truft,  delegated  to  fome,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  ;  that  govern¬ 
ment,  and  more  efpecially  the  form  we  live 
under,  is  not  a  confpiracy  to  promote  the  emo¬ 
lument  of  a  part,  but  a  rational  and  extenfive 
fyftem  of  happinefs  to  all  its  members ;  and 
who  are  you,  who  intrude  between  my  inter- 
efts  and  me,  and  aver  that  you  are  better  qua¬ 
lified  than  myfelf  to  defend  my  happinefs  ? 
You  recommend  yourfelf  indeed  by  a  boaft  of 
clemency,  the  ruffian’s  plea  of  merit,  that  he 
has  fpared  life  and  limb  to  the  vidtim  he  had 
plundered.  No,  if  I  am  to  ferve  let  my  vaffal- 
age  be  qualified  by  the  dignity  of  thofe,  who 
are  to  command  me  ;  let  it  be  to  an  illuftrious 
monarch,  to  nobles  of  generous  mind,  and 
honourable  lineage.  In  men  of  birth  and  edu¬ 
cation,  I  may  expedl  virtues  conformable  to 
their  rank,  compaflion  and  tendernefs.  Let  not 
one  half  the  nation  claim  it  as  a  privilege  of 
their  faith,  to  be  my  tafk-mafters.  The  cup  of 
flavery,  ever  a  bitter  draught,  is  rendered 
more  intolerable  by  the  clumfy  infolence  of 
thofe  who  adminifter  it.  Thus  would  I  rea- 
fon  were  I  authorized  to  fpeak  for  the  body 
of  Roman  Catholics,  but  I  would  not  only 
reafon,  I  would  adt ;  there  are  breaches 
in  the  conftitution  acceilible  to  a  monied  in- 
tereft,  in  thefe  would  I  fallen,  on  thefe  in¬ 
trench,  and  then  tell  my  grievances  with  tem- 
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perate  but  unaccommodating  fortitude ;  the 
lefTon  of  liberality  could  not  fail  to  prove  in- 
ftrutftive,  if  read  to  the  minifter  by  a  few 
complying  friends  in  parliament. 

I  ihall  in  a  proper  place  touch  on  the  evil 
confequence  of  withholding  from  men  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  their  good  conduct,  external  reputa¬ 
tion.  It  enters  into  this  part  of  my  effay,  only 
to  remark  the  fevere  tyranny,  which  purfues  a 
man  to  the  judgment  feat  of  his  own  heart, 
and  there  compels  his  feelings  to  execute  the 
fentence  of  degradation.  Plain,  middling 
jnen  are  never  difgufted  by  the  juft  pre-emi¬ 
nence  of  high  ftation;  difference  of  rank,  then 
only  creates  difguft,  when  a  diftindlion  is  made 
between  peri ons  mixing  in  the  fame  fociety, 
and  other  wife  upon  terms  nearly  equal. — -It 
never  was  the  haughty  demeanour  of  a  Sou- 
bife  or  Montmorenci,  that  exafperated  the 
people  of  France,  and  worked  the  prefent  re¬ 
volution.  No,  it  was  the  beggar  Count,  and 
half  naked  Chevalier ;  it  was  the  arrogance  of 
the  petite  nobkjfe  difperfed  through  country 
towns  and  fubordinate  departments,  claiming 
fuperior  title  to  royal  favour  and  patron¬ 
age  ;  certainly,  mod  of  the  praife  be¬ 
llowed  on  the  French  men  of  figure  and  land¬ 
ed  fortune  is  well  founded  ;  but  in  the  defence 
of  that  nobility,  no  account  is  taken  of 
thofe,  who  adhering  to  rank  but  by  the  vain 
diftimftion  of  a  title,  never  omitted  -an  oc- 
calion  to  difplay  the  pre-eminence  of  their 

order 
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order,  and  upbraid  it  to  tliofe  who  equal 
or  furpafs  them  in  fortune  and  merit ;  nearly 
fimilar  is  the  fituation  of  Ireland.  The  body 
of  proteftants  is  fufficiently  numerous  to 
affume  an  afcendant,  not  enough  fo,  to  cut 
off  competition  ;  we  have  feen  the  fate  of  the 
noble  oligarchy  of  France,  if  not  prevented 
by  timely  interference,  a  fimiiar  ruin  mull 
one  day  befal  the  proteftant  oligarchy  of 
Ireland. 


CHAP.  III. 


The  reajbns  '  upon  ‘which  the  Popery  Laws  are 

vindicated . 


O  F  thofe  who  have  treated^  this  fubject,  to 
fome,  the  original  defign  of  the  Popery 
Laws  appears  prudential ;  in  a  country, 
they  alledge,  agitated  by  contending  fac¬ 
tions  a  fettlement  could  only  be  effected 
by  ftrong  exertions  of  authority  ;  to  fuch  per- 
fons  it  might  be  replied  that  this  great  end 
would  be  eafier  accompliflied  by  modes  of 
conciliation  than  of  rigour ;  that  the  fyftem 
favours  more  of  partiality  than  of  precaution  ; 

that 
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that  the  project  of  bellowing  on  one 
part  of  the  community,  a  monopoly  of  trulls, 
privileges,  and  emoluments  could  never  be  juft 
in  any  nation  ;  or  politic  in  a  free  one.  But 
as  none  more  warmly  than  thefe  writers  cen- 
fure  the  continuance  of  burdenfome  and  ufe- 
lefs  reftriftions  which  have  obvioufly  fur- 
vived  their  meaning,  I  (hall  on  this  head, 
abftain  from  controverfy.  It  is  of  little 
moment,  to  the  point  now  in  difcuffion, 
whether  the  a<5t  was  of  wifdom,  or  of  outrage, 
calmly  digefted  in  the  cabinet,  or  imagined 
in  the  wantonnefs  of  civil  victory.  “  I  come 
u  to  bury  Cxfar  not  to  praife  him  let  it  apo¬ 
logize  for  the  Authors  of  the  penal  llatutes 
againft  Papifls,  that  they  legiflated  according 
to  the  temper  of  the  age  they  lived  in  ;  and 
that  the  code  they  have  bequeathed  to  us,  is 
not  fo  much  calculated  to  defame  their  memo¬ 
ries,  as  to  illullrate  by  an  additional  example, 
the  general  imperfection  of  our  nature,  unhap¬ 
pily  too  eager  to  grafp  at  power,  and  feldom 
very  temperate  in  the  ufe  of  it. 

i  t 

- —  “  Proud  Man, 

“  Clad  in  a  little  brief  authority, 

“  Plays  fuch  fantallic  tricks.” 

\ 

On  the  moll  favourable  conflruftion,  the 
perfons  who  framed  this  fyftem  mud  have  only 
dehgned  it  a  temporary  expedient,  until  a  more 

perfect 
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perfect  arrangement  could  be  eftablifhed ; 
and  if  I  were  limply  to  bound  myfelf  by  thefe 
limits,  and  to  (hew  that  in  the  prefent  tranquil 
and  fettled  ftate  of  Ireland  the  popery  laws  are 
ufelefs,  every  purpofe  of  my  argument  is  an- 
fwered- 

I  pafs  by  as  fuperficial  inveftive,  upon 
which  no  man  of  fenfe,  experience,  or  infor¬ 
mation  can  reafon,  the  heinous  charges  of 
criminal  principle  and  conduct,  which  have 
mutually  been  alledged  and  retorted.  No 
fyitem  of  religion  ever  fandlioned  that  which 
is  reprobated  by  the  law  of  nature  ;  nay  more, 
never  did  fuch  bonds  of  vice  hold  together 
any  numerous  fociety.  One  cannot  fit  down 
to  juftify  what  every  foldier  has  done,  or  eve¬ 
ry  pedant  has  written  ;  certainly  in  the  tumult 
of  the  reformation,  as  in  all  great  conflicts  of 
which  the  point  at  ifiue  is  important,  enormi¬ 
ties  were  perpetrated.  If  the  propofed  change 
had  been  of  drefs,  language,  or  jurifprudence, 
it  is  mo  ft  probable  that  parties  of  fimilar  ani- 
mofity  would  have  been  generated  ; — that  the 
contention  would  have  been  managed  with 
equal  vehemence,  and  accornnanied  with  in- 
fiances  of  violence  no  lefs  atrocious  ;  but  he 
cannot  be  ferious,  or  if  ferious,  he  cannot  be 
honeft,  who  feeks  for  precedents  of  mifgovern- 
ment  in  the  annals  of  barbarous  times,  and 
cites  authorities,  which  upon  no  other  oc- 
cafion,  would  be  entertained  for  a  moment, 
in  order  to  glean  together  the  fcattered  in- 
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fiances  of  mifeonduct;  and  on  the  adls  of  fero¬ 
cious  ages  to  ground  a  charge  againft  the  po¬ 
ll  died  inhabitants  of  modern  Europe.  Perfec¬ 
tion,  the  coarfe  expedient  of  an  arrogant,  unfeel¬ 
ing  mind,  which  cuts  the  knot  it  fhould  unravel, 
is  not  in  any  initance  to  be  juftified  ;  but  if  a 
plea  of  extenuation,  may  be  offered,  it  comes 
without  doubt  on  the  fide  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics;  they  maintained  a  fyftem  which  had  inter¬ 
woven  itfelfwith  their  laws  andprejudices,  nay, 
with  their  very  notions  of  the  divine  Being  ; 
which  had  been  delivered  as  venerable  by 
their  parents  and  inflrudtors,  and  authenticated 
as  they  thought  by  tradition,  and  prefcription 
immemorial.  The  doctrines  too  of  the  reform¬ 
ers  attacked  the  temporal  interefls,  and  thus 
exafperated  the  feelings  of  many  princes.  If 
the  curtefy  of  modern  Philofophy  offers  in 
excufe  for  the  good  Trajan  and  benevolent 
Pliny,  that  the  one  enjoining,  the  other  execut¬ 
ing  rigid  methods  of  coercion  againft  the  firft 
Chriftians,  were  milled  by  ignorance  of  what 
they  punifhed,  and  by  falfe  ideas  of  obedience 
and  piety  ;  that  they  fuppofed  the  dodtrines 
of  this  people  interfered  with  their  allegiance, 
and  faw  in  their  practice  a  fupercilious  con¬ 
tumely  for  the  religion  of  their  fathers  ;  how 
is  it  poffible  to  refufe  a  like  apology,  and  for 
fimilar  motives  to  the  Sovereigns  of  the  dark 
ages,  unacquainted  like  Trajan  with  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  propofed  innovations,  but  not 
like  that  Emperor,  wife  and  enlightened.  We 
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pity  the  error  and  ignorance  of  onr  anceftors  ; 
we  regret  that  literature  had  not  foftened 
their  manners,  fubdued  their  fierce  pallions, 
and  enlarged  the  fphere  of  intellect  amongft 
them.  But  on  him  only  can  I  look  with 
amazement,  who  at  this  day,  will  continue  to 
propofe  barbarians  for  a  model,  and  rely  up¬ 
on  fuch  precedents  to  countenance  a  domini¬ 
on,  inconfiftent  with  every  law  of  juft  ice 
and  principle  of  liberty.  If  the  old  Church  of 
Rome  was  that  deluded  and  fanguinary  mo  Ti¬ 
ller  her  adverfaries  reprefent  her;  were  they 
bound  to  recede  only  from  her  errors  in  fpecu- 
lation  ?  were  her  errors  In  practice  to  be  cou¬ 
lee  rated  in  the  new  fyftem  of  Church  eftabliih- 
ment,  or  treafured  in  a  fafe  repofitory,  to  ferve 
upon  oecafion  the  Proteftant  government  of 
Ireland. 

There  are  other  arguments,  more  fpecioufly 
urged,  or  at  lead  which  feem  to  have  left  more 
impreffion  on  the  public  mind,  and  on  which 
I  fhall  therefore  bellow  a  clofer  criticifm.  It 
is  alledged,  that  there  is  fome  lurking  principle 
of  evil,  either  in  the  doctrines  or  difeipline  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  which  tend  to  weak*  a 
man’s  attachment  to  our  free  conflitution, 
and  to  eftrange  his  affcclions  from  the  reigning 
family.  That  there  are  dormant  claims  of 
Roman  Catholics,  which  they  are  likely  to 
produce,  if  they  acquire  weight  fufficient,  to 
make  the  demand  with  confidence;  and  which, 
if  produced,  mull  fpread  a  feene  of  wild  con- 
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iufion  over  the  land  we  live  in.  Laflly,  that 
as  a  dangerous  rival  to  the  eRablifliment,  it  is 
not  fafe  to  countenance  the  Church  of  Rome, 
but  fage  to  deprefs  it  by  every  means  within 
the  limits  of  common  humanity.  I  conceive 
thefe  objections  are  Rated  as  Rrongly  as  they 
ever  have  been  put.  In  giving  the  firft,  it  was 
impoflible  to  avoid  the  contradiction  which  it 
obvioufiy  contains.  If  the  Roman  Catholics 
were  charged  with  a  difpofition  to  republican- 
ifm,  it  might  account  for  their  fuppofed  anti¬ 
pathy  to  the  Prince  ;  or  if  deemed  extrava¬ 
gantly  attached  to  the  blood  royal,  we  might 
confider,  as  not  utterly  chimerical,  the  charge, 
that  they  do  not  affeCt  the  forms  of  freedom  ; 
but  that  they  fhould  at  once  fall  out  with  the 
two  contending  members  of  the  Rate,  the  mo¬ 
narch!  al  and  democratic  parts  of  it !  If  their 
prefumed  diflike  is  never  to  be  called  into  ac¬ 
tion,  it  is,  I  fuppofe,  not  worth  commenting  on. 
If  it  is  to  appear  on  the  Rage  of  politics,  the 
fpoil,  which  ever  way  won,  muR  be  given  to 
enrich  an  enemy  ;  either  the  powers  of  the 
crown,  muR  be  contracted  in  favor  of  popular 
liberty ;  or  the  rights  of  the  people  beaten 
down  to  fwell  the  triumph,  and  improve  the 
property  of  this  hated  prerogative  ;  if  fuch  be 
the  policy  of  PapiRs,  feeble,  unoperative,  and 
ineffectual,  truR  them  in  the  name  of  heaven 
with  all  the  powers  they  demand;  he  is  a  Rial- 
low  politician,  to  whom  their  machinations 
can  be  ever  formidable. 


For 


["  25  ] 


whild  there  exided  a  pretender  to  the 
crown,  to  whole  claim  they  might  be  luppofed 
to  look  favourably,  this  abfurdity,  was  forne- 
what  lefs  paradoxical. — -That  caufe  of  fufpi- 
cion  is  now  happily  removed— — the  ro¬ 
mances  of  ilander,  with  which  the  prefent  age 
have  been  infeded,  have  not  dared  to  hint  an 
infinuation  lb  improbable.  The  pertinaci¬ 
ous  loyalty  of  Scotland,  has  acquiefced  in  the 
prelent  fettiement.  The  race  of  the  claimants 
is  extinfi  ;  the  pretenfion  antiquated,  and 
not  for  a  long  time  pad  acknowledged  by  the 
chief  of  the  Romilh  religion.  And  even  in 
the  favoured  nation,  I  have  already  menti¬ 
oned,  which  has  been  much  lefs  pumfhed, 
than  the  Irilh  Roman  Catholics,  for  proofs  of 
attachment,  incomparably  more  unequivocal  ; 
there  is  not  now  to  be  found  a  man,  who  ei¬ 
ther  retains  himfelf,  or  fufpedts  in  his  neigh¬ 
bour,  an  affection  to  the  Stuart  family. 

For  my  part,  I  conceive  it  next  to  impoffi- 
ble,  that  three  millions  of  men,  although  no 
better  appointed,  than  with  clubs  and  ruftic 
implements,  ihould  for  a  century,  have  fub- 
mitted  to  a  government,  of  which  they  mor¬ 
tally  hated  both  the  forms  and  admyiiftfators; 
and  a  government  furely,  not  edabliilied  on 
any  project  for  procuring  their  happinefs.  Yet, 
not  alone,  were  the  Roman  Catholics  tran¬ 
quil  under  thefe  circumdances,  but  bore  the 
ted  of  two  dangerous  rebellions  ;  and  on  a 
third  critical  emergency,  took  arms,  to  repel 
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an  enemy  who  had  ufually  afforded  them 
refuge ;  and  with  whom  their  adverfaries, 
were  fond  to  infinuate  fome  latent  connec¬ 
tion. 

I  mu  ft  not  omit  the  grofs  and  criminal  ab- 
furdity  of  punifhing  a  fuppofed  difaffeclion, 
not  manifefted  by  any  overt  acl ;  a  velleity, 
not  difcoverable  in  any  part  of  this  people’s 
conduct  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lies,  have  on  all  occafions  loudly  and  flrenu- 
oufly  proclaimed  their  affeClion  for  the  reign¬ 
ing  family  ;  and  I  credit  them,  for  their  pro- 
feflion  is  confident  with  reafon  and  experience; 
and  what  is  all  edged  in  contradiction,  is  di¬ 
rectly  repugnant  to  both.  Whilft  they  are  de¬ 
barred  all  intercourfe  with  the  conflitution, 
Who  can  demand  of  them  more  than  phleg¬ 
matic  approbation  ?  to  the  Sovereign  their  feel¬ 
ings  are,  and  ought  to  be  more  animated  ; 
purfued  with  pitylefs  antipathy;  under  the 
throne,  the  Roman  Catholics  fought  pro¬ 
tection  ; — They  were  received  with  tender- 
nefs,  and  much  mitigated  of  that  rigorous; 
doom,  which  their  country  had  denounced 
againft  them.  The  natural  confequence  of 
fuch  intercourfe  enfued,  the  Roman  Catholics, 
became  on  all  occafions,  ftrenuous  partizans  of 
prerogative.  Had  the  event  been  different, 
they  had  not  been  men  ;  they  had  not  pofTeffed 
the  ordinary  emotions  of  a  fufceptible  heart, 
nor  the  ordinary  difeernment  of  a  penetrating 
underftanding.  But  from  this  very  circum- 
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ftance  I  argue,  and  I  hope  with  fome  efficacy, 
that  this  prepofterous  jurifprudence  fliould  be 
abolifhed  ;  it  opens  an  additional  fource  of  in¬ 
fluence  to  the  crown,  and  facilitates  between 
the  Sovereign  and  fubjecff,  a  connexion,  in-, 
compatible  with  freedom,  and  which  evil  and 
intefefted  men  may  abufe  to  the  worft  pur- 
pofes.  But  if  I  wreft  this  jewel  from  the  crown, 
I  would  not  bury  it ;  two  millions  of  men,  can 
never  be  viewed  with  indifference  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  a  nation  ;  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  and 
lefs  than  ever,  in  the  prefent  age,  that  like 
brutes,  they  may  be  guided  at  the  fancy  of 
their  conductor.  Let  the  democracy  imitate 
for  a  falutary  purpofe,  that  plan  of  at¬ 
tention  and  meeknefs,  which  we  view  in 
the  executive  power,  with  jealoufy,  becaufe 
it  is  full  of  perils  to  us.  Surely,  the  friends  of 
freedom,  may  efteem.it:  a  confederation  worth 
entertaining,  whether  a  coalition  might  not 
be  formed  with  a  large  body  of  citizens,  whole 
voice,  if  it  were  only  to  join,  in  the  outcry  of 
liberty,  muff  be  important;  and  it  is  far  from 
an  idle  or  contemptible  experiment  to  afcer- 
tain,  whether  men  who  in  conftitutional  de¬ 
bates  muff  be  courted, becaufe  they  are  numer¬ 
ous,  incorrigibly  perflft  in  a  whimfical  predilec¬ 
tion,  for  implicit  obedience  ;  or  may  not  be 
won,  'even  by  their  own  intereft,  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  and  be  employed  as  ufeful 
auxiliaries,  under  the  banners  of  the  conftitu- 
tion. 
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I  cannot  comprehend,  how  any  man  (not  a 
lunatic)  lliould  be  fulpeCled  of  gram  icon  fly 
furrendering  his  liberty,  rather  than  his  for¬ 
tune,  or  any  other  natural  or  acquired  advan¬ 
tage.*— Certainly,  a  charge  fo  contradictory  to 
common  fenfe,  needs  the  corroboration  of  fpe- 
cific  evidence.—!  do  riot  fee  this  evidence  ;  it 
is  not  in  the  do  Chines  which  the  Church  of 
Rome  avows  ;  it  is  not  in  the  praCtice  of  the 
nations  whom  lire  has  educated ;  I  fpeak  here 
of  nations,  not  of  cabinets  ;  the  intolerance 
pra&ifed  in  any  defpotic  government,  is  no 
more  chargeable  to  the  account  of  the  people, 
than  the  very  defpotifm  under  which  they  fuf- 
fer.  It  is  not  the  charaCler  of  the  people,  but 
the  a  Cl  of  the  Sovereign  and  his  advifers  ;  men 
who  ever  purfue  their  own  interefts,  and  who 
in  this,  as  in  all  parts  of  their  government,  hold 
probably  in  view  fome  perianal  and  temporary 
advantage.  Few  indeed  are  the  communities, 
in  which  the  people  are  heard  by  their  own 
voice,  and  enabled  to  deliver  their  genuine  fen- 
ti meats  ;  facia  is  France  at  the  prefent  day  ; 
and  although  fome  popular  leaders  may  be  in- 
feCled  with  the  vice  of  irreligion,  certainly  the 
mafs  of  the  French  people  are  Roman  Catlio- 


tion. 


But  why  do  we  hear  fo  much  of  the  incom¬ 
patibility  of  popery  with  freedom ;  wiihing  to 
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retain  all  clue  decorum  for  the  edablifhxnent, 
and  to  treat  of  what  concerns  it  with  the  mod 
cautious  tendernefs  ;  I  am  led  however  into  a 
companion,  no  wa)r  favourable  to  reformed 
epifcopacy  ;  it  is  of  the  obligations  which  the 
conditution  has  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
the  merits  which  the  prefent  Church  dominant 
may  plead,  when  called  by  the  genius  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  account  for  its  flewardftiip. — It  is 
ftrange  that  the  parti zans  of  the  edabliihment* 
can  ever  allude  to  a  religion  of  freedom  ;  if 
fuch  is  neceifary,  it  cannot  be  the  Church  of 
Ireland,  nor  any  other  that  confecr ates  an  Hi¬ 
erarchy ;  it  mud  be  Prefbyterianifm,  Socinian- 
ifm.  Independants ;  it  mud  be  Difient,  In 
fome  of  its  wilded  fhapes,  and  mod  eccentric 
modifications*  To  the  adherents  of  Prefbyte¬ 
rianifm,  the  debt  of  the  conditution  is  im- 
menfe  ;  we  owe  to  it,  that  the  labours  of  pad 
times  were  not  effaced  ;  that  the  noble  Saxon 
edifice  of  the  conditution  was  not  levelled ; 
w.e  owe  to  it  the  awful  fpectacle  of  democratic 
juftice,  a  culprit  King,  and  an  acceding  peo¬ 
ple.  Of  nearly  equal  magnitude,  are  the  fer- 
vices  rendered  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  they 
gave  the  text,  the  bold  comment  iifued  from 
the  fchool  of  Calvin.  In  ages  of  popery,  we 
obtained  our  Magna  Charta,  our  trial  by  jury, 
our  reprefentation  in  parliament,  our  right  of 
popular  impeachment.  The  Roman  Catholics 
drew  the  outlines  of  liberty,  many  of  its 
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noblefl  features  arofe  under  their  pencil ;  the 
mafterly  hand  of  Prefbyterianifm  retouched 
the  piece,  revived  fome  faded  lineaments  and 
gave  to  the  countenance  an  air  of  young  and 
animated  energy.  We  can  fcarcely  allow  to 
the  Church  of  England  the  credit  of  retaining 
what  it  accidentally  had  acquired  ;  without  the 
ftrong  curb  of  the  fedtaries  paflive  obedience, 
had  at  this  hour  been  the  current  loyalty  of  thefe 
iflands.  It  was  the  language  of  Prelates,  it  was 
inculcated  in  Pulpits,  it  was  fandtioned  by  uni- 
verfities.  During  the  reign  of  popery,  refiftance 
I  prefume  was  taught,  for  it  undoubtedly  was 
practifed.  The  evidence  of  hiftory  is  certainly 
againft  the  prefent  eftablifhment ;  but  it  fortu¬ 
nately  is  not  too  late  to  retrieve  its  character. 
Much  remains  to  be  done  ere  the  conftitution 
of  Ireland  {hall  attain  perfection.  Let  the 
church  co-operate  with  the  wife  and  honoura¬ 
ble  men,  who  are  engaged  in  this  great  enter- 
prize.  Happy  fhould  I  be  for  one  to  fee  the 
charge  of  indolent  acquiefcence,  which  I  am 
compelled  to  advance,  refuted  by  fuch  un- 
quefdo liable  teftimony ;  and  to  be  able  to 
thank  the  eftabliihment  that  any  of  thefe 
great  defigns,  were  accomplifhed,  on  which 
the  people  of  Ireland  have  fettled  their  affedti- 
ons,  and  to  which  they  direct  their  views  with 
anxious  expectation. 

It  is  not  ftrange  that  the  animoflty  of  party 
fhould  ftill  prevail  in  Ireland.  It  is  the  duty 
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of  every  good  man  to  lament  the  evil,  it  is 
the  duty  of  thofe  who  have  been  enabled  to 
rife  fuperior  to  the  abfurd  antipathy  to  expofe 
its  weaknefs,  and  its  tendency.  We  are  not 
above  the  third  in  defcent  from  the  exafper- 
ated  foes  who  contended  at  the  Boyne  and 
Aughrim ;  and  the  Apoftle  of  Freedom,  who 
blefled  us  with  conftitution  and  commerce,  has 
not  been  able  to  expel  the  viper  prejudice,  which 
had  fattened  and  fwoln  in  that  feafon  of  cala¬ 
mity.  The  greater  number  amongft  us  fee  in 
to  have  attached  fome  unaccountable  fancy 
of  their  own,  to  the  expreflion  Freedom;  as  if 
to  brow-beat  Papifts  were  the  only  privilege 
worth  contending  for ;  as  members  of  the 
ftate,  the  Roman  Catholics  are  intitled  to  pri¬ 
vileges,  they  are  additionally  fo  as  good  citi¬ 
zens  poflefling  a  ftake  in  the  country,  yet, 
when  the  claim  is  mentioned,  an  alarm  rifes,  as 
if  it  were  not  a  requefl  timidly  urged  and  by 
fuitors  who  have  fcarcely  influence  to  obtain 
an  hearing,  but  a  general  and  fudden  transfer 
of  power,  patronage  and  property  from  the 
hands  which  now  poflefs  it.  If  they  are  told 
of  the  benefits  of  equal  freedom,  of  an  extinc¬ 
tion  of  parties  and  men  co-operating  to  one  ge¬ 
neral  pur  pole,  the  profperity  of  their  country, 
and  of  the  empire  ;  they  come  forward  with 
that  monfter  in  politics,  their  Brotejlant  govern¬ 
ment ,  long  a  favourite  appellation,  and  which, 
if  any  idea  is  conveyed  by  the  term,  muii  be 
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under  flood  to  exprefs  what  the.  mod  common 
•  obfervation  and  vulgar  intellect  can  refute,  that 
the  intereft  of  the  country  is'  better  confiilt- 

J 

ed  by  permitting:  the  afcendant  of  an  oiisrat*- 
.cl *y  to  prevail  in  it.  Never  could  any  age  or 
nation  boafl  a  more  honourable  band  of  Pa¬ 
triots,  than  the  men  who  at  the  Revolution 
took  a  lead  in  Irifn  politics.  They  clearly  dif- 
cerned  and  honourably  purfued  the  interefts  of 
their  country ;  let  us  coolly  and  confiderately 
inveftigate  their  eondudt;  and  if  meafures,  not 
men  are  to  obtain  our  approbation,  we  fhall 
find  the  merits  of  the  Irifh  Roman  Catholics 
far  from  inconfiderable  ;  and  not  the  lefs  con- 
fpicuous,  when  contrafted  with  the  fhameful 
dereliction  of  their  country’s  rights,  by  the 
friends  of freedom,  who  came  after.  When  they 
engaged  in  the  party  of  King  James,  the  Irifh 
Roman  Catholics  did  right.  Even  in  England 
the  fettle  merit  of  the  crown  was  difficult  and 
delicate,  feme  of  the  moft  ftrenuous  for  cor¬ 
recting  abufes  heikated  at  the  bold  infringe¬ 
ment  of  hereditary  fucceffion  ;  dome  of  the 
moft  virtuous  men  in  the  nation  refufed  con¬ 
currence  or  even  aiient  to  it.  If  in  a  lettered 
country,  among  the  luminaries  of  Europe,  the 
queihoii  was  pronounced  full  of  hazard  and 
p'erplexity;  what  mult  it  have  been,  where  the 
fword  was  ft  ill  the  only  arbiter  of  right  and 
wrong  ?  where  abftruie  political  feafoning  had 
never  been  fo  much  as  touched  on ;  nor  mention 
made  of  the  metaphyfic  rules  by  which  at  this 
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day  all  great  decifions  are  regulated  ;  but  the 
Reprefentatlves  of  the  Irifh  nation  did  not  Am¬ 
ply  commit  themfelves  upon  a  barren  fpecula- 
tion.  Loyalty,  that  amiable  abfurdity,  which 
never  warmed  a  heart  inacceflible  to  noble  vir¬ 
tues,  attracted  the  people  to  the  flandard  of 
a  forlorn  monarch,  firft  of  the  blood  royal, 
who  for  ages  had  appeared  among  A  them.  It 
was  not  impulfe  that  drew  the  chiefs  to  the 
field  ;  in  England  they  faw  a  fettled  policy  to 
deprefs  their  country  ;  it  was  of  fmall  moment 
whether  Tames  deferved  well  or  ill  of  his  Bri-» 
tifhfubjeCts ;  whilft  they  were  unwilling  to  make 
common  caufe,  they  unqueftionably  deferved 
ill  of  us.  Affembled  in  Parliament,  with  all 
conftitutional  folemnity  the  Irifh  ftipulated,  as 
the  price  of  their  afiiftance,  for  a  complete 
charter  of  legiflative  independance,  and  com¬ 
mercial  freedom.  That  they  were  not  fupple 
courtiers,  we  have  the  evidence  of  James  him- 
felf.  “  Commons,  he  exclaimed, are  every  where 
the  fame,”  when  they  boldly  queftioned  his 
prerogative,  and  cenfured  his  favourite  Mel- 
fort.  If  they  had  been  willing  to  confult  their 
private  interefts,  they  might  have  obtained 
from  William,  enviable  conditions  of  perfonal 
immunity  and  religious  toleration ;  the  tem¬ 
per  of  that  Prince  difpofed  him  to  mildnefs, 
and  circumflanced  as  he  then  was,  a  crufade 
of  religion,  was  far  from  definable.  Thefe  are 
the  perfons,  whom  it  is  fafhionable  to  depre¬ 
ciate,  and  upon  whole  fuppofed  predilection 
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for  arbitrary  government,  a  very  ferious  a c Cu¬ 
ba  t  ion  again  ft  the  Roman  Catholics  is  grounded. 
This  is  the  band  of  patriots,  whofe  a6ts  were 
annulled,  whofe  honours  cancelled,  and  whofe 
names  were  vilified  by  the  affembly,  which 
expelled  Molyneux,  and  condemned  to  the 
flames  his  cafe  of  Ireland.  Upon  this  pile,  pe- 
rifhed  the  Phoenix  liberty,  entombed  for  a  cen¬ 
tury,  it  has  again  revived  amoug  us  ;  fhall  we 
by  our  bickerings  difguft  the  lovely  ftranger, 
and  fcare  it  back  by  the  view  of  our  unworthy 
jealoufies  into  its  urn. 

Far  be  it  from  me  at  this  day,  to  lament  the 
event  of  this  conflidt ;  I  can  difcriminate  be¬ 
tween  that  which  is  the  advantage  of  the  Em¬ 
pire,  and  of  a  particular  part  of,  compelled  to 
follow  a  diftincft  interefh  I  apologize  not  for 
King  James,  but  for  thofe,  who  were  well  au¬ 
thorized  to  turn  his  misfortunes,  nay,  his  vices 
and  his  crimes,  to  the  profit  of  their  country. 
We  now  are  admitted  into  a  partnerfhip  in 
that  conftitution,  which  wanted  to  perfect  it, 
the  correction  and  and  example  of  a  revolu¬ 
tion.  But  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  laft 
century,  poflefTed  not  the  gift  of  fecond  fight ; 
they  could  not  forefee,  that  a  complication  of 
fortuitous  events,  ihould  in  the  lapfe  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  unfold  to  pofierity  the  profpeft  of  a  far 
fuperior  fyftem  of  liberty,  than  was  at  that  day 
attainable.  That  golden  opportunity  Ihould 
again  return,  that  lucky  crifis,  in  the  affairs  of 
nations  as  of  individuals,  which  if  fuffered  to 
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■elapfe,  is  to  be  recalled  with  fo  much  difficulty. 
They  had  no  Merlin  to  predict,  that  the  feafon 
of  emergency,  when  the  aid  of  every  virtue, 
and  of  every  talent  was  fo  reqviifite,  fhould  be 
blefled  with  a  rich  harveft  of  the  fnoft  exalted 
characters  ;  men  whom  no  difficulty  could  dif* 
courage,  no  peril  intimidate,  whom  corrup¬ 
tion,  flattery  or  influence  could  never  deturn 
from  their  fteady  purpofe  ;  men  to  whole  mo¬ 
deration  their  country  is  notlefs  indebted  than 
to  their  intrepidity,  their  wifdom  and  their 
eloquence;  by  the  efredt  of  whofe  healing 
counfels  we  can  contemplate  with  fatisfaCtion, 
that  Liberty,  of  which  the  triumph  in  other 
countries  is  marked  with  havoc  and  defolation,' 
inarched  in  Ireland  with  blood lefs  and  peacea¬ 
ble  ovation  to  her  throne.  We  have  feen  this 
fortunate  axa,  we  have  feen  it  under  a  patriot 
Viceroy,  to  whofe  congenial  foul  the  talk  mult 
have  been  grateful  to  prefent  the  cap  of  Li¬ 
berty  to  6ur  country  and  to  bind  the  well- 
earned  laurel  on  the  brow  of  her  deferving  chiL 
dren.  Whilft  England  thus  attracts  us  with 
fraternal  affeCHon  we  glory  in  the  common 
naine  of  Briton.  But  little  eftimable  is  he  in 
whofe  bread,  the  duty  he  owes  his  country 
does  not  rife  fiiperior  to  every  more  remote 
obligation  ;  who  would  not,  if  driven  by  wick¬ 
ed  men  to  the  melancholy  neeeffity  of  refif- 
tance,  imitate  the  example  of  our  ill-fated  pre- 
deceffors  ;  and  caufeeven  the  proudeft  diftinC- 
tions  to  emerge  in  the  ftill  more  fond  and  en¬ 
dearing  appellation  of  Irifhman. 
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The  ilext  objection  that  which  fuppofes  the 
tenures  of  property  in  Ireland  not  fufficiently 
confirmed  ;  although  fpecioufly  produced,  and 
well  calculated  for  its  object,  to  fow  diflenfion 
and  excite  alarm,  is  not  better  fortified  againft 
inveftigation.  It  is  refuted  by  every  deed  of 
mortgage,  and  conveyance,  which  has  been 
palled  in  Ireland  fince  the  ReRoration.  It  is 
even  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  perfon  in 
high  Ration,  who  gave  not  a  little  weight  to 
the  aflertion,  could  have  been  ferious.  If  he 
was,  he  muft  have  admitted  his  immediate  an- 
ceflor  to  have  been  a  fimpleton,  and  faid  lit¬ 
tle  for  his  own  wifdom  in  the  difpofal  of  his 
fortune.  If  the  landed  property  of  Ireland 
was  not  fecurely  held,  no  man  of  fenfe  could 
think  to  pur  chafe  or  fettle  in  the  country  ;  it 
fhould  be  confidered  as  not  much  better  than 
Turkey,  where  the  Sultan  is  every  man’s  heir; 
and  only  as  a  convenient  Ration  for  procuring 
wealth,  as  India  is  by  the  fervants  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  Ireland  itfelf  by  the  miniflers  of 
paflage  who  occafionally  vifit  it.  It  would  in¬ 
deed  feem  that  thefe  latter  gentlemen  are  the 
only  perfons  who  have  difcovered  the  real  fi- 
tuation  of  the  country.  I  fhould  fcarcely  ex¬ 
pert  to  receive  a  ferious  anfwer  from  a  man,  if 
whilR  he  had  within  his  reach  the  folid  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Englifh  funds,  I  fhould  recom¬ 
mend  to  him  to  purchafe  in  a  country,  of  which 
all  the  tenures  are  to  be  queRioned,  when  an 
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event  the  molt  likely  and  defirable  fhall  take- 
place  ;  that  the  people  fhall  become  more  free, 
and  the  yeomanry  more  comfortable. — Imme¬ 
diately  at  the  Reftoration  when  the  claims  were 
recent,  the  _  claimants  alive,  with  their  merits 
and  a  vaft  deal  of  power  to  plead  for  them,  it 
was  found  impoffible  to  difpoffefs  the  new  pro¬ 
prietors.  In  the  parliament  held  by  King 
James,  when  the  aggrieved  party  was  in  the 
plenitude  of  authority,  the  matter  was  taken 
up  with  delicacy  and  molt  caudoufly  proceed¬ 
ed  on.*  There  never  was  in  any  civilized 
country  an  inftance  of  a  reaffumption  of  lands 
long  poffefTed  or  which  had  been  the  fubjedl  of 
civil  contradls  ;  Is  it  then  pofiible  that  any 
man  who  has  obferved  the  influence  of  even 
recently  acquired  property,  can  be  ferious  in 
his  hypothecs  ?  that  after  a  century  and  half  of 
peaceable  poffeflion,  fortified  in  their  claim  by 
the  long  lift  of  connexions,  creditors,  tenants, 
and  dependants,  the  landed  intereft  of  Ireland 
fhould  have  fo  little  weight  that  a  government 
fhould  attempt,  or  fo  little  ftrength,  that  a  go¬ 
vernment  dare  attempt, to  change  the  poffeflion 
of  the  country,  and  compliment  with  their 
fpoil  an  handful  of  neglected  beggars. 

*  It  was  propofed  by  King  James’s  Parliament  to  revive  the 
court  of  claims,  which  had  been  difcontinued,  to  difcriminate  be¬ 
tween  thofe  who  merited  to  forfeit  for  their  rebellion  and  the  per- 
Tons  difpoffeffed  by  Cromwell  ;  and  to  reimburfe  all  the  Deben¬ 
tures  whom  it  fhould  be  found  neceffary  to  ejeft. 
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But  who  in  the  name  of  heaven  mars  the 
actors  in  this  revolution,  and  by  what  event 
is  it  fuppofed  to  be  facilitated.  By  the  acqnifi- 
tion  of  new  power,  and  cbnfequence  to  the 
Romans  Catholics  ;  that  is,  men  who'  have 
borne  without  a  murmur,  the  oppreffions  of  a 
fevere  government;  are  at  the  inftant their  fitu- 
ation  becomes  tolerable,  to  create  a  confufion, 
which  defpair  could  not  have  prompted  ;  and 
to  expend  their  ready  money  on  the  acqtiili- 
tion  of  property,  without  any  motive  what¬ 
ever,  but  that  they  may  be  able  to  call  it  into 
a  fc ramble,  to  be  feized  at  random,  by  the 
moll  fortunate  and  enterprizing.  I  can  fee 
no  method,  by  which  the  Roman  Catholics 
can  in  this  country  acquire  influence,  or  pro¬ 
perty,  unlefs  under  the  prefent  Icttlement ;  and 
they  mull  be  more  enthufiaftic  in  their  noti¬ 
ons  of  right,  than  any  people,  whom  hiltory 
has  recorded  ;  if,  after  having  acquired  inde^ 
pendance  by  the  ordinary  means,  they  would 
embark  in  the  fea  of  civil  commotion ;  and 
not  prefer  rather  to  enjoy  the  eafe  and  certain 
property  they  poffefs,  than  unfettle  the  entire 
nation,  for  what  is  likely  to  become  the  emo¬ 
lument  of  another.  It  is  not,  I  prefume,  to 
he  underliood,  that  every  man,  whom  acci¬ 
dent  or  parfimoiiy  has  brought  to  the  pofTeff 
fion  of  wealth,  mull,  bccaufe  he  profefTes 
their  religion,  have  of  confequence  a  direfl 
claim  of  inheritance  under  the  old  forfeitors> 
If  fucli  an  opinion  prevails,  it  is  erroneous. 
The  vanity  of  many  new  families,  may  be 
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foothe'd  by  an  attempt,  to  trace  their  lineage, 
to  this  venerable  ftock.  But  there  certainly 
are  not  at  this  moment,  live  hundred  Roman 
Catholics  in  Ireland,  who,  if  a  court  of  claims 
was  eftablifhed,  could  by  authentic  document 
fatisfy  their  judges  ;  that  a  patrimony,  except 
for  the  accident  of  forfeiture,  ought  to  have 
devolved  upon  them.  Many  of  tliefe  fuller¬ 
ing  families  have  languilhed  m  want,  and 
pined  into  oblivion.  Many  fought  refuge 
with  their  unhanpv  leader  at  the  Revolution  ; 
others  have  conformed  to  the  eftablifhed 
Church,  and  conllitute  at  prelent,  a  very  dif- 
tinguilhed  portion  of  the  Church  of  Ireland. 
Theie,  I  hope,  as  the  law  entertains  no  jealoufy 
of  them,  are  not  to  be  counted  againft  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics.  I  am  afhamed  to  have  dwelt 
fo  long  on  a  frivolous  objection,  which  fup- 
pafes,  that  it  requires  but  the  interference  of 
a  few  powerful  chiefs,  to  change  the  property 
of  a  country.  The  claim  of  the  Irifh  forfeit- 
ers  is,  at  this  day,  chimerical  and  antiquated. 
Our  grandfathers  do  not  recollect  the  change, 
our  fathers  found  the  ifland  fettled  in  tranquil¬ 
lity,  and  all  the  foie  inn  laws  and  compacts  of 
our  Rate,  muft  be  but  as  tranfitory,  and  inef¬ 
fectual  fhadows,  in  the  eyes  of  him,  who  fup- 
pofes  this  fettiement  may  be  violated.  The 
prefen t  land-holders  of  Ireland  may  reft  at 
cafe  ;  they  have  as  little  re  a  fan,  to  apprehend 
difturbance  from  the  old  proprietors,  as  from 
the  ftill  prior  occupants  of  the  foil  the  wolf 
does. 
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CHAP.  IV. 
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t  K  E  effects  of  the  propofed  repeal,  oil 
the  interefts  of  the  eftabliihed  Church,  deferve 
a  diftincft  confideration.  I  will  not  fay,  rea- 
foning  on  the  abftra«ft  queftion  .of  right,  that 
any  eftabliihment  ought  to  be  fet  in  competi¬ 
tion,  with  the  interefts  of  a  people ;  it  would 
certainly  be  juft,  to  render  to  every  man,  that 
which  belongs  to  him  ;  and  leave  to  heaven, 
whom  they  profefs  to  honour,  the  care  and  fe- 
curity  of  religious  eftabliftnnents.  But  rules 
of  abftract  juftice,  are  not  to  be  looked  for  in 
fociety*  We  cannot  expect,  that  men  having 
in  their  hands,  the  power  to  confer  kindnefs, 
or  offer  injury,  will  refrain  from  the  one,  or 
prefent  the  other,  unlefs  the  aft  to  their  own 
concerns,  be  proved  advantageous,  or  at  leaft 
indifferent.  It  is  reafonable  on  the  fubjeft  of 
this  demand,  to  quiet  the  alarm  of  the  Clergy, 
and  the  more  fo,  as  the  talk  of  giving  fa  tiff 
faftion,  is  by  no  means  difficult.  Far  from 
fuppoling  it  unfafe,  for  the  Clergy  of  this,  or 
any  other  eftabliihed  Church,  that  the  fubor- 
dinate  fefls  Ihould  be  indulged,  in  the  moll 
complete  licence  ;  to  me,  the  meafure  feems 
warranted,  by  corre£l  policy.  For  the  mere 
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pre-eminence  of  ecclefaftics,  none  but  bigots 
will  contend;  and  thefe  in  number's,  too  incon- 
fiderable  to  excite  apprehension.  But  where 
the  more  folid  advantages  of  fociety  are  with¬ 
held  ;  where  men  are  provoked,  by  idle  experi¬ 
ments,  on  their  pride,  or  their  patience  ;  the 
moft  moderate  will  be  induced  to  make  com¬ 
mon  caufe,  and  an  haughty  hierarchy  will  b 
fometimes  levelled,  in  a  common  daughter  o 
oppreffive  pretentious.  I  can  make  great  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  anxiety  of  the  Clergy,  it  is  natu¬ 
ral,  that  thofe  who  hold  property,  fhould  cauti- 
oufly  weigh,  whatever  is  reprefented  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  their  poffeffions  ;  on  no  other  occa¬ 
sion,  are  the  feelings  of  men  fo  exquifitively 
alive  ;  nor  do  we  recoil  from  the  rude  touch 
of  reform,  with  more  feniitive  irritability.  But 
let  me  entreat,  the  body  of  Irifh  ecclefiaftics, 
to  proceed  one  Hep  further ;  and  to  enquire 
from  their  own  quick  fenffoility  ;  whether 
he  who  enjoys  wealth,  does  not  feel  an  ear- 
neftnefs  to  retain  it  ?  the  anfwer  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  in  the  affirmative,  and  a  familiar  de¬ 
duction  of  like  effects,  from  like  caufes,  muff 
convince  them  ;  that  even  in  the  caufe  of  the 
Church,  a  Roman  Catholic,  unlefs  what  I 
am  unwilling  to  believe,  he  is  more  at¬ 
tached  to  religious  principles  than  they  are, 
is  very  little  likely  to  endanger  his  fortune. 
It  is  not  I  prefume,  by  a  wiffi,  or  magic  in¬ 
cantation,  that  an  eftablifhment,  fenced  by 
laws,  and  upheld  by  power,  is  to  be  fubverted* 
V  r-  H  They 
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They  who  attack  the  Church  of  Ireland,  muft 
difpofe  tEeitifelves  to  encounter  a  formidable 
opp  ofition  ;  the  Proteftants  of  Ireland,  backed 
bv  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  Great  Rri- 
tain.  And  who,  let  me  afk,  are  tliefe  frantic 
Pa  pi  its  :  who,  if  they  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
life,  and  a  competent  iliare  in  the  belt  govern¬ 
ment  exifting,  will  commit  their  fortunes  and 
lives  ;  the  hopes  of  their  children,  and  prof- 
perity  of  their  country ;  on  the  event  of  a  filly 
conflict,  for  tithes  and  biflioprics.  The 
ftrength,  which  has  been  able  for  a  century 
to  keep  down  the  Roman  Catholics,  may  ftill, 
I  fuppofe,  be  exerted  ;  when  it  is  alledged, 
that  if  reftcred  to  the  privileges  of  free  citizens, 
they  would  not  fubmit  to  the  precedency  of  the 
eftablifhed  Church ;  the  hypothefis  is  exactly 
this,  that  men.  who  already  have  been  forced 
to  fubmit  to  every  fpecjes  of  privation,  fhould 
arm  at  the  inftant,  all  inducement  to  hoftility 
had  ceafed,  and  fly  madly  from  the  banquet 
of  freedom,  to  which  they  had  recently  been 
invited  into  an  enterprize,  of  which,  only  va¬ 
nity  can  be  the  motive. 

I  will  not  fuppofe,  that  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  fo  widely  differ  from  the  reft  of  men,  that 
they  would  not  wifh,  if  a  wiili  could  effect  the 
purpofe,  to  fee  their  own  party  prevail,  and 
their  own  liturgy  univerfally  attended  to.  X 
know,  that  in  the  character  of  that  fecft,  there 
enters  no  ftronger  difpofition,  than  that  of  re¬ 
verence 
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verence  to  their  Clergy  ;  and  that  many  arti¬ 
cles,  both  of  docdrine,  and  difeipline,  have  a 
tendency  to  confirm  this  fentiment.  I  do  not 
diffemble  ;  for  why  ihould  I  diffemble ;  I  plead 
the  caufe  of  men  unjuflly  injured  ;  not  of  any 
modification  of  Chriftianity  ;  that  there  are 
other  fyftems,  better  calculated  to  fix  upon  the 
mind  impreffions,  which  a  friend  to  freedom, 
might  wifh  to  improve  and  cheriilie  Between 
the  articles  of  a  creed,  and  the  actions  of  men 
purfuing  their  rights,  or  any  other  temporal 
concern,  I  can  not  admit  that  there  is  much 
connexion ;  we  have  the  experience  both  of 
ancient  and  modern  events  to  prove,  that  the 
religion  of  Rome,  by  no  means  (tides,  the 
voice  of  nature,  which  calls  for  Liberty  ;  the 
divinity,  that  ftirs  within  us,  to  fay,  we  ihould 
be  free  ;  but  yet,  the  difeipline  of  the  reformed 
Churches,  bears  fomewhat  more  refemblance, 
to  what  ought  to  exift  in  a  community  of 
freemen  :  I  with  cautioufly  to  avoid  offence  ;  I 
fpeak  with  that  indifference  to  feeds,  which  a  po¬ 
litical  writer  ought  to  feel,  or  to  affedL  I  could 
admit  fomething  in  the  argument,  if  the  arti¬ 
cle  in  debate  was,  what  mode  of  faith  is  to  be 
preferred  by  the  legiflator,  who  wifhes  in  a 
recent  country,  to  eftablidi  a  durable  fyftem  of 
equal  privilege.  We  cannot  change  the 
nature  of  things  ;  the  experience  of  a  centu¬ 
ry  proves,  that  violence  does  alter  the  temper 
of  men,  or  their  opinions ;  and  the  queftion 
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is.,  iliall  we  dill  continue  to  harrafs  our  coun¬ 
try,  becaufe  the  Roman  Catholics  cannot  be 
prevailed  on,  to  give  up  tranfubftantiatio'n 
and  purgatory,  their  reverence  to  faints,  and 
refpect  to  images.  Perhaps,  if  the  land  were 
to  be  colonized  anew,  I  fliould  prefer  fome  feed 
of  the  reformed  Churches  ;  but  our  object  is 
to  enquire,  how  the  materials  we  have  at  hand, 
may  be  mod  ferviceably  employed,  in  that 
edifice  of  conditutioii,  which  we  are  bufied  in 
erecting.  When  I  aflert,  that  the  propofed  re¬ 
peal  of  the  Popery  laws,  can  not  affect  the 
edablifhment ;  I  do  not  ground  my  argument 
on  any  pfe fumed  forbearance  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  fuch  pfefumption,  mud  be  either 
weak  or  difingenuoits.  I  reafon  on  the  utter  im- 
poffibility5that  any  attempt  again  A  thee  Aablilh- 
ment  fliould  prove  luccefsful.  In  order  that 
an  alteration  fliould  be  accomplifhed,  it  mud, 
as  before,  come  recommended  by  England  ; 
or  Ireland,  in  point  of  number,  and  territo¬ 
rial  influence  mud  nearly  „  be  unanimous. 
When  five-fixths  of  the  land-holders  were  ri¬ 
gid  Roman  Catholics,  in  defiance  of  the  mod 
Arenuous  oppofition,  the  Englifli  liturgy  was 
introduced  ;  the  old  Clergy  ejeffed;  and  the 
reformation  triumphantly  edabliflied.  Nay, 
more,  aided  by  England,  the  Protedants,  at 
that  time  intruders,  were  enabled  to  rob 
their  adverfaries  of  power,  and  of  pri¬ 


vilege  ;  and  to  deface  every  trait,  which 
might 
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people.  When  freedom  and  property  were  the 
ftake,  you  buffeted  them  at  your  fancy  ;  and 
now,  when  the  danger  is  no  more,  than  of 
precedence  ;  for  which  none,  but  perfons  of 
weak  capacity  would  expofe  themfelves  ;  as  if 
confcious,  that  religion  was  not  fufficient  to 
create  difcontent ;  we  caff  ambition  and  inter- 
eft  into  the  fcale  ;  we  fetter  down  our  vigour- 
ous  and  youthful  country,  foaring  with  an 
eagle  wing,  into  the  boldeft  flights  of  ag¬ 
grandizement  ;  and  purfiling  with  an  ea¬ 
gle  eye,  the  animating  fun  of  freedom.  And 
for  what  ?  for  a  vifion  of  danger  to 
be  realized,  but  in  the  remote  lapfe  of 
centuries,  and  by  a  coincidence  of  events, 
chimerical  even  in  profpeft  ;  that  England 
fliould  be  reconciled  to  the  See  of  Rome,  and 
the  race  of  Irifh  Proteftants  extinft  or 
beggared.  With  equal  juftice,  and  much 
founder  policy,  our  legidature  fhould  extend 
ics  care  to  the  dominion  of  Saints,  and  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  fecurity  of  Proteftantifm  in  the 
Milenium.  Similar  arguments  were  ufed,  to 
divert  us  from  repealing  the  fcandalous  fta- 
tutes,  which  fcarcely  left  to  our  countrymen, 
the  benefit  of  air  and  water.  They  were  ad¬ 
vanced  alike,  when  it  was  propofed  to  repeal  the 
teft  aft.  On  both  occafions,  wre  were  warned 
againft  the. dangers  of  rivalfhip  :  On  both  occa- 
ons,  the  caution  was  treated  with  contempt,  and 
the  country  has  profpered  under  the  falutary 
meafures  which  were  adopted.  By  this  confi- 
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deration,  the  Clergy  might  be  induced,  to  re¬ 
lax  fame  what  of  their  opppfoion.  Notwifh- 
ftanding  every  apprehenfion,  the  reformed 
Diffenters,  are  not  at  this  day  more  powerful, 
than  they  were  fourteen  years  back  ;  and,  if 
danger  could  be  apprehended,  from  any,  it 
rnuft  rather  have  been  from  the  Prefbyterians  ; 
they  have  a  powerful  party  in  England  and 
Scotland  at  their,  fide  unanimous.  The  Roman 
Catholics,  unlefs  they  can  influence  Saints 
and  Martyrs  in  their  caufe,  feem  little 
likely  to  procure  auxiliaries.  If  the  Church 
of  Ireland,  wiflies  to  rival  the  Romifh  Cler¬ 
gy,  in  popularity,  it  ought  to  commence 
by  proofs  of  condefcenfion :  Certain  it  is, 
that  he  who  pofieffes  pre-eminence  and  autho¬ 
rity,  if  he  bear  the  one  with  meeknefs,  and  ex- 
ercife  the  other  in  clemency,  hearts  in  the  com¬ 
petition,  with  infinite  advantages.  A  confe- 
quence  diredlly  contrary  may  be  expedled  to 
enfue,  where  pre-eminence  is  haughtily  main¬ 
tained,  and  fuperiority  wielded  as  a  rod  of 
iron.  Hence  in  every  country  the  difinclina* 
tion  of  fubordinate  fedts,  to  the  Church  domi¬ 
nant  ;  a  difinclination,  which  miftating  fadls, 
and  mifapplying  experience,  we  ufually  at¬ 
tribute  to  the  motives  of  diffent,  not  to 

the  circumftances  to  which  diffent  gives 
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origin. 

I  have,  I  hope,  been  very  explici  t  in  my  proofs ; 
that  the  eftablifhed  church  can  have  no  advan¬ 
tage  in  promoting  the  continuance  of  thefe  fta- 
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tutes.  Id  thediys of moft extravagant enthuftafm, 
never  did  the  bare  mterefts  of  the  clergy  draw 
any  defcription  erf  rehgionifts  into  competition 
with  their  rulers.  I  proceed  further  to  prove^ 
that  it  is  the  duty  of-thie  eftabliih-ed  hierarchy,, 
as  it  tenders -what  it  muft  funpofe  the  c  a  life  of 
truth,  to  fet  an  example  to  the  imiverfe  or  un-- 
limited r  toleration.-  -J  Every-  argument  which 
can  be  ufed  to  jttftify  the  coercion  of  Roman 
Catholics  in  this -country,  may  be  equally 
applied  to  its  own  cafe  in*  a-  nation  ad  her- 
ing  to  the- Church  of  Rome,  or  fo  any  other 
fyftem  of  religious  worfhip.  The  fifety  of 
eftablifhments,  if  once  admitted  to  depend  on 
perfecution,  may  be  ailedged  as  a  pretext,  for 
the  inquifiti on  or  any  meafure ' of  fe  verity  the 
difcretion  of  a  legiilature  fhall  thiiiM  conveni¬ 
ent ;  what  is  then  the  immediate  confequence 
of  our  obftinacy  ?  we~  ivarrant  the  perfecution 
of  every  Proteftant  iirEuropey  there  are  thole 
amongiius  who  affect  the  ofientatious  title  of 
patrons  and  defenders  of  the  Church  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  if  fuch  perfons  feel  that  the  doctrines 
they  fo  warmly  efpoufe  bear  the  evidence  of 
truth,  why  not  commence  the  glorious  work 
of  toleration  ;  they  by  doing  fo  unbar  to  their 
doctrines,  the  gates  of  every  nation ;  and 
clear  the  way  for  the  admiffion  of  true  re¬ 
ligion,  into  the  countries  in  which  it  is 
prohibited.  They  will  remove  from  the 
church,  to  which  they  profefs  attachment,  an 
imputation  that  muft  ever  be  affixedin  the  minds 
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•  of  plain  obfervers,  that  force  is  a  fubfUtute  em^ 
ployed  to  Supply  the  dearth  of  argument ;  and 
that  if  any  more  happy  expedient  could  be 
ufed  to  produce  conviction,  we  fhould  not  pro¬ 
pagate  our  doCtrines  by  pecuniary  rewards  and 
punishments  ;  fuch  language  certainly  cannot 
in  the  prefent  form  of  things  be  very  much 
reprehended ;  it  is  encouraged  by  the  laws  of 
Ireland.  It  has  been  encouraged  by  zealots  who 
have  ventured  to  declare,  that  although  the  firft 
convert  might  be  not  Sincere  in  his  profeffions, 
lps  posterity  will  at  length  be  continued  ip  the 
opinions  of  the  reformation.  I  can  Scarcely 
hear:  with  patience,  that  libel  on  our  national 
clergy,  that  unlike  the,  primitive  church,  of 
which  the  feed  was  the  blood  of  JVlartyrs  ;  the 
foundation  of  the  church  of  Ireland  Should 
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be  laid,  in  hypocrify,  and  that  it  requires 
two  or  three  generations  o,f  prevarication,  and 
apoftacy,  to  procure  to  the  land  the  blefling  of 
a  good  ProteStant., 
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CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  dangers  to  the  confitution  from  the  Popery 
Laws ,  and  the  general  impropriety  in  a  free 
fate  of  fuch  refri£lions< 

R  EASONING  on  the  Popery  Laws  with  a 
reference  to  the  conftitution,  this  occurs  as  a 
capital  objection  to  the  exiltence  of  fuch  infti- 
tutions  ;  that  in  every  free  ftate,  the  fupreme 
magiftrate  is  the  object  of  jealoufy  ;  his  powers 
of  aCtion  are  more  concentrated,  his  interefl 
in  the  ruin  of  freedom  more  immediate.  The 
patriot  ftatefman  marks  his  conduct  with,  vigi¬ 
lance,  dexteroufly  purfues  the  fecret  motives 
of  action,  and  exerts  his  utmoft  activity  to 
counteract  his  enterprizes ;  but  in  this  in- 
fiance,  the  fyftem  of  controuls  is  inverted.  The 
check  is  impofed  upon  the  people  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Monarch,  not  upon  the  Sove¬ 
reign  in  behalf  of  the  people. 

Indeed  fo  repugnant  to  the  genius  and 
principles  of  Liberty  are  thefe  reftriCtions 
one  might  be  induced  to  believe,  they  were 
framed  with  a  view  to  fmooth  the  way  for 
arbitrary  power ;  considering  the  Irifh  as  a 
nation,  anxious  to  retain  liberty,  every  ftep 
prefents  fomething  like  an  aCl  of  infatuation. 
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If  it  were  poffible,  that  a  race  of  beings  could 
exift,  deb  a  fed,  degenerate  and  fo  unlike  the* 
common  character  of  man,  as  to  deem  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  their  own  adticns  a  toil ;  and  fhould 
fyftematically  prefer  to  hold  their  lives  and 
fortunes  from  the  caprice  of  a  monarch,  ra¬ 
ther  than  by  the  liberal  fecurity,  which  the 
Britifh  conftitution  offers  ;  if  we  could  fuppofe 
that  any  climate,  manners,  or  inftitutions  could 
thus  warp,  aud  pervert  the  human  mind,  from 
its  accuftomed  tenor  of  thought  and  addon  5 
and  that  this  vilified  order  of  wretches,  were 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land;  an  alien  obferver,  indifferent  in  the 
choice  of  parties,  but  coolly  remarking  our 
condudt,  and  the  motives  that  diredt  it,  would 
thus  be  led  to  defcribe  and  reafon  on  this  part 
of  our  government.  On  the  Britifh  iflands,  the 
favour  of  heaven  has  beftowed  the  beft  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  molt  perfedt  fyftem  of  civil  li¬ 
berty,  which  has  yet  been  eftablifhed.  1  Of 
this  invaluable  boon  the  poffeffors  are  juftly 
tenacious  ;  it  is  the  ftrength,  and  ornament  of 
their  country  ;  a  doubt  has  arifen  whether  one 
defcription  of  citizens  are  alike  zealous,  as  the 
reft,  in  this  good  caufe ;  without  examining 
the  merits  of  the  charge,  by  the  moft  obvious 
evidences  ;  without  confidering  whether  it  is 
admitted  by  their  profeflions,  juftified  by  their 
interefts,  corroborated  by  their  paffions.  They 
award  a  fentence  of  degradation,  the  moft  ri¬ 
gorous  doom  a  nation  can  denounce.  Heed- 
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lefs  of  the  general  character  of  man,  placable 
by  kindnefs,  unaccommodating  under  harfti 
exertions  of  authority,  they  feek  not  by  any 
conciliatory  methods  to  change  their  perverfe 
nature  ;  but  alienate  them  ftill  more  by  abfo- 
lutely  cutting  away  every  inducement  to  re¬ 
pentance.  In  a  limitted  monarchy,  the  Sove¬ 
reign  is  an  objedt  of  attention,  and  miftrufl  ; 
yet  to  his  cuftody  do  they  commit,  thefe  for¬ 
midable  culprits,  thus  facilitating  to  him,  the 
means  of  influence,  and  extending  the  connex¬ 
ion  of  intercourfe,  and  dependance.  Upon 
the  eafieft  terms,  limply  by  abftaining  from 
injury,  an  afpiring  Monarch  may  at  any  time 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  this  numerous  body. 
An  oftentatious  parade  of  clemency,  attaches 
them  firmly  to  his  caufe  by  their  affedlion,  and 
their  intereft.  Thus  of  every  mode  that  could 
be  devifed  for  managing  a  people  fufpecled  of 
difaffedlion,  the  mod  improper  was  adopted  ; 
They  are  permitted  to  acquire  the  influence  of 
wealth,  and  almoft  enjoined  to  diredt  that  im¬ 
portant  engine  againft  the  liberties  of  their 
country  ;  they  are  in  a  free  ftate  marked-  out 
as  improper  guardians  of  the  public  welfare ; 
can  it  then  be  a  matter  of  wonder,  that  they 
want  ardour  to  fupport  that  freedom  ;  from 
any  participation  in  which  they  are  fo  fedu- 
loufly  excluded.  It  is  indeed  rather  afto- 
nifhing,  that  no  fovereign  has  yet  been  fo 
criminally  bold,  as  to  feize  this  dangerous 
inftrument  of  influence,  and  wield  it  with 
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effect  againft  the  liberties  of  his  country.  But 
let  the  people  of  Ireland  beware,  there  are  many 
inducements  to  undermine  their  rights,  and 
they  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  there  will 
be  wanting  agents  and  advifers  for  fuch  a  mea- 
fure  ;  competition  for  the  crown  has  long  ceaf- 
ed,  all  pretenfions  are  now  utterly  extinguifh- 
ed  ;  the  relation  between  the  fovereign  and  the 
people  is  already  much  changed  ;  there  are  fa£ts 
within  our  own  memory,  which  fufficiently 
prove  that  the  reigning  family  are  not  con- 
fidered  utterly  dependant  on  the  ufual  fupport- 
ers  of  their  greatnefs.  Thanks  to  the  virtues 
of  thofe  by  whom  we  are  likely  to  be  governed, 
we  can  indulge  the  pleafing  vifion  of  a  Patriot 
Reign  ;  fuch  dangers  are  remote,  but  not  im- 
pofhble ;  no  royal  family  would  deem  the 
comparifon  or  degrading  to  hear  that  a  fpirit 
like  that  of  Lewis  XIV.  reftlefs,  haughty, 
enterprifing  and  ambitious  may  animate 
fome  of  their  pofterity  ;  and  I  know  of  no 
fecurity  to  the  ftate  that  the  deep,  judicious 
policy  of  Richlieu,  may  not  fuccefsfully  be 
Imitated  by  fome  future  minifter. 

It  would  not  be  an  ill-grounded  fuppohtion, 
if  fuch  a  perfon  proceeded  ftill  further,  to  con- 
fider  the  popery  laws  as  a  fyftem  eftablifhed, 
to  prepare  for  abfolute  monarchy  ;  certainly 
every  intereft,  and  every  pafhon  of  the  Ra¬ 
man  Catholics  ought,  if  their  paffions  and 
interefts  have  a  common  operation ;  to  lead 
them  to  co-operate  in  fuch  an  eflablifhment ; 
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their  intereft  for  enjoying  no  common  benefit 
of  a  free  confutation,  they  can  have  no  com¬ 
mon  concern  to  promote  it  and  in  the  univer- 
fal  debafement  of  defpotifm,  they  could  ex¬ 
pect  more  impartial  attentions.  Their  pafli- 
ons,  it  is  the  nature  of  man  to  refill  dominion, 
to  defire  equality ;  the  fufpicious  muff  ever 
expect  to  be  reluctantly  ferved  ;  want  of  con¬ 
fidence  diminifhes  the  anxiety  to  deferve  it. 
In  the  political,  not  lefs  than  in  the  moral 
world,  to  infringe  on  reputation  is  fevere,  and 
brings  with  it  a  neceflary  confequence,  depra¬ 
vity.  I  have  touched  before  on  the  injuftice, 
it  is  my  province  here  to  remark  the  impolicy 
of  fuch  fufpicion,  indeed  throughout  this  en¬ 
tire  fyftem  thefe  defects  go  hand  in  hand,  want 
of  common  juftice  is  blended  with  want  of 
common  prudence.  If  the  Roman  Catholics 
were  fuch  as  they  have  been  reprefented,  in¬ 
corrigibly  culpable  as  it  is  alledged  in  their  po¬ 
litical  opinions,  and  attachments,  the  bonds 
impofed  are  infuflicient  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
fiate ;  they  fhould  not  be  fettered  but  exter¬ 
minated.  If  liberty  is  to  be  preferred,  a  blefi- 
fing  fondly  cherifhed,  and  purchafed  with  fo 
much  hazard,  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
are  too  ftrong  or  too  weak,  pofTefTed  of  too 
much  ftrength  if  they  are  to  be  regarded  as 
enemies  ;  far  too  feeble,  if  they  are  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  as  auxiliaries  ;  every  argument  urged 
againfc  them  applies  with  more  efficacy  to  a 
fentence  of  univerfal  m  a  fiacre.  Reputation 
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rewards  the  labour  of  the  generous  mind,  and 
encourages  the  lukewarm  to  praife  worthy  ac¬ 
tions  ;  it  is  not  on  trivial  or  frivolous  pretexts 
it  is  to  be  witheld,  and  men  folemnly  and  pub¬ 
licly  proclaimed  objects  of  miftruft  to  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens  ;  fuch  are  not  the  means  to  concili¬ 
ate  attachment,  if  it  is  precarious  ;  ortofecure 
fidelity,  if  it  wavers  ;  confult  the  common  oc¬ 
currences  of  life,  the  tale  of  calamity,  in  which 
all  the  woes,  and  all  the  arrogance  of  men  are 
recorded ;  you  will  there  learn  what  an  awful 
fentence  is  that,  which  infringes  upon  a  good 
name  ;  how  frequently  if  accident,  or  trivial 
fins  againft  eftablifhed  order,  expofe  the  amia¬ 
ble  and  innocent  to  the  judgment  of  the  world, 
and  to  the  bitter  fentence  of  exclufion  fo  often 
uttered  at  that  haughty  tribunal,  even  they 
degraded  in  their  own  and  in  the  public  efti- 
mation,  and  thus  deprived  of  the  ftrongeft  in¬ 
centive  to  good  conduct  fink  into  the  debafe- 
ment  which  malevolence  had  prepared  for 
them.  In  this  obfervation  there  is  enough  of 
man’s  general  character  to  jultify  the  applica¬ 
tion  to  political  as  well  as  moral  conduct. 

There  is  another  laudable  prepofTeffion  to 
which  perhaps  (till  more  than  to  the  fenfe  of 
fhame,  we  may  confide  our  prefervation.  That 
felf-importance  which  attaches  to  every  indi¬ 
vidual  of  a  free  (late,  that  fenfe  of  honour,  and 
iliame  of  dereliction,  which  holds  the  centinel 
to  his  poft  ;  which  confirms  the  virtue,  and 
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even  invigorates  the  induftry  of  a  free  people  ; 

I  need  not  feek  recondite  evidence  to  fupport 
this  fadl ,  that  man  thrives  in  the  garden  of 
freedom ;  I  might  cite  the  authorities  of  tra¬ 
vellers,  and  call  to  witnefs  every  perfon  who 
has  obferved  the  difference  of  manners,  in 
the  nations  round  us.  The  dejected  afpedt  of 
defpotifm,  its  gloomy  and  defponding  vifage, 
its  fluggard  air  and  flovenly  attire  ;  the  contralb 
of  chearful  and  fprightly  comfort,  where  the 
flamp  of  government  is  different ;  I  fh all  take 
my  proofs  from  the  land  we  live  in  ;  it  unhap¬ 
pily  furnifhes  them  in  fufficient  abundance,  to 
evince,  that  in  order  completely  to  fink  him 
in  his  own  opinion,  it  is  not  neceffary  a  man 
fhould  feel  the  lafh  of  authority,  or  fee  the 
hand  uplifted  to  inflidl  it.  I  illuftrate  my  opi¬ 
nion  by  the  contrad:  of  character  in  the  Englifh 
and  Irifh  peafantry  ;  of  the  Englifh,  bold,  en- 
terprifing  and  induftrious ;  eredl  with  honeft 
pride,  and  confcious  independance  ;  of  the 
Irifh,  fervile,  fpiritlefs  and  fluggifh,  dragging 
their  chain  in  hopelefs  defpondency,  and  fuh- 
mitting  to  indignities,  which  give  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  their  petty  tyrants  not  a  little  the  re- 
femblance  of  a  gang  of  haves  and  their  info- 
lent  overfeer  ;  whilft  the  Englifhman  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  infult  or  menace  of  danger,  flies  into 
the  facred  fandtuaryof  juftice  ;  it  is  ever  open 
to  him  as  the  paternal  manfion  to  a  favoured 
child ;  he  is  not  treated  as  with  us,  like  a 
changeling  or  an  outcaft  ;  I  illuftrate  it  ftill 
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more  by  the  contraft  of  character  in  the  north 
and  fouth  of  Ireland  ;  of  the  north,  the  parent 
of  freedom,  and  nurfe  of  public  fpirit ;  from 
which  has  originated  every  manly  thought, 
every  bold  exertion,  and  enlightened  princi¬ 
ple.  Indeed  in  the  fouth,  the  comparifon  may 
be  drawn  ftill  clofer,  the  difparity  is  not  more 
fairly  marked  between  any  two  races  of  men 
on  earth ;  than  between  the  proteftants  and 
Roman  Catholics  of  nearly  the  fame  rank  in 
humble  life,  between  whom  there  can  exift 
no  moral  and  or  phyfical  difference,  fave  only 
that  the  latter  feel  a  confciqusnefs  of  fuperio-* 
rity  ;  and  that  the  occafional  exercife  of  the 
elective  franchife  contributes,  to  cherifh  and  to 
confirm  this  fentiment,  I  will  be  told  that 
this  right  can  give  but  fmall  importance,  it  is 
true  but  yet  “  thefe  little  things  are  great  to 
<c  little  men,”  it  is  fufficient  for  their  ftate  in 
life,  and  has  the  full  effect  upon  their  principles 
and  conduct. 

I  anticipate  an  objection  that  will  arife  from 
the  ftate  of  reprefentation  ;  it  will  be  alledged 
that  the  means  of  procuring  influence  at  elec¬ 
tions  will  be  facilitated,  when  the  difqualifica- 
tion  of  religion  is  removed  ;  and  the  number 
of  thofe  encreafed  without  limitation,  who  are 
capable  of  accepting  freeholds  ;  exactly  the  re- 
verfe,  admitting  Roman  Catholics  to  vote  at 
county  elections,  would  in  fadl  be  the  mo  ft 
unexceptionable  plan  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
which  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland  could  poft 
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fibly  be  adopted  ;  in  proportion  as  the  number 
of  electors  is  limited,  the  election  is  itfelf  lets 
free,  becaufe  men  of  rank  can  predominate 
more,  by  the  weight  of  their  connexions,  and 
dependants  ;  if  this  fact  needs  confirmation, 
you  have  it  in  the  contrail  of  great  commercial 
cities,  with  fmall  potWalloping  boroughs  ;  eve¬ 
ry  county  in  Scotland  is  as  a  borough,  by  the 
fmall  number  of  perfons  qualified  to  vote,  and 
there  is  not  a  county  in  England  in  which  the 
reprefentation  is  not  repeatedly  altered  ;  by  en¬ 
abling  the  Roman  Catholics  to  vote,  the  ufe  of 
occafional  freeholders  will  nearlv  be  aboliihed  ; 
it  would  be  a  wafte  of  money  to  make  but  few, 
and  no  fortune  could  bear  the  expence  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  create  any  very  decided  in¬ 
fluence  ;  the  independant  Roman  Catholics 
would  form  an  admirable  recruit  to  the  popu¬ 
lar  intereft  in  counties,  and  the  effect  of  the 
entire  alteration  would  be  to  render  the  gentry 
better  landlords,  to  extend  more  widely  the 
controul  of  property  over  power  ;  to  enlilt  a 
numerous  body  of  auxiliaries  under  the  ban- 

J 

ners  of  freedom,  and  incorporate  them  with  the 
veteran  guards  and  forces  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.. 

So  obvious  and  eafy  is  this  remedy  that 
I  am  aftonilhed  in  the  fchemes  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform  repeatedly  produced,  it  has  been 
palled  over  in  filence ;  we  defire  that  a  new 
portion  of  health  may  be  infufed  into  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  neglecting  the  medicinal  cur- 

K  rent, 


[  53  ] 


rent,  that  runs  by  our  door,  we  feek  a  reflora- 
tive  from  didant  fprings,  and  from  the  untry- 
ed  drug  of  every  vifionary  empiric.  It  is  im- 
poflible  not  to  notice  with  how  much  eafe,  the 
patriots  of  this  country,  have  repeatedly  fate 
down  to  the  work  of  reformation  ;  no  more 
adverting  to  the  claim  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
than  if  fuch  men  were  not  in  exigence,  or  ex- 
ided  only  as  vagrant  Tartars,  who  had  fettled 
themfelves  for  a  feafon,  amidft  our  fruitful 
vales,  and  pleafing  rivers,  ready  at  the  re¬ 
turn  of  fummer  to  retire  with  equal  precipita¬ 
tion. 

Thus  for  the  better  fecuring  our  moderate 
and  happy  government,  it  is  expedient  to  ref- 
tore  every  right  to  the  Roman  Catholics  ;  I  do 
not  conceive  how  any  can  call  this  country 
free,  when  the  mod  facred  of  human  rights  is 
redridted,  when  confidence,  the  umpire  be¬ 
tween  my  god  and  me,  is  infuked  with  a  lure 
to  prevarication  ;  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  that 
which  pleading  for  the  conftitution  mod  im- 
s  mediately  regards  my  fubjedt ;  redore  to  the 
Roman  Catholics,  what  they  never  merited  to  _ 
lofe,  for  they  never  were  the  tools  of  power, 
the  eledlive  franchife.  To  the  men  of  influ¬ 
ence,  the  effcdt  of  this  adt  of  juflice  mud  be, 
that  they  are  by  their  intered  bound  to  fup- 
port  the  condi tution.  To  the  other  orders,,  it 
is  to  be  offered  as  the  reward  of  indudry;  as 
the  enlivening  principle  which  gives  energy  to 
adtive  enterprize  ;  which  gives  fecurity  to  mo- 
.  ..  derate 
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derate  means  ;  becaufe  it  gives  vigour  to  repel 
encroachment. — I  do  not  fay  that  every  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  is  to  be  made  a  Minifter  of  State  ; 
nor  that  every  imolvent  labourer  is  to  be  taken 
into  the  firm  of  the  conftitution;  but  let  every 
Irilhman  be  taught,  what  every  Englifhman 
is  taught  to  feel,  that  beiides  want  of  applicati¬ 
on,  or  of  ceconomy,  there  is  no  impediment, 
which  fli all  be  a  bar  to  his  acquiring  that  pro¬ 
tecting  and  recommendatory  right,  by  which 
he  is  enabled  to  refill  the  violence,  to  conciliate 
the  regard,  or  to  rnolify  the  arrogance  of  his 
immediate  fuperior.  -  \.. 

I  can  fee  no  reafon  again  11  this  manumiffion 
pf  the  Roman  Catholics  ;  none  but  what  have 
repeatedly  urged  with  fimilar  pertinacity 
againft  the  former  alteration  of  the  popery 
laws,  and  which  the  experience  of  ten  years 
has  amply  and  happily  refuted.  But  I  fee 
ftrong  reafons  to  warrant  fuch  a  meafure  ;  it  is 
not  to  be  prefumed  that  if  any  conteft  lhall 
arife  between  prerogative  and  privilege  ;  the 
Roman  Catholics  wil]  range  the mfe Ives  with 
the  partizans  of  freedom  :  if  they  do  not  pre¬ 
fer  a  dangerous  neutrality,  they  may  be  natu¬ 
rally  expedted  to  contribute  with  their  aid  to 
the  me  a  fares  of  the  executive  power  ;  and  this 
let  me  obferve  appears  even  by  recent  experi¬ 
ence,  a  danger  more  alarming  and  probable 
than  vilionary  apprehenfions,  from  the  Pope; 
his  pretenfions  and  interference  are  as  little 
likely  to  dilturb  the  future  tranquillity  of  Ire- 
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land,  as  thofe  of  the  Turk  and  Devil,  with 
whom  it  not  long  fince  was  the  fafhion  to  cony 
bine  him.  •  , 

I  will  proceed  further  to  affert  that  Ireland 
ought  to  be  pleafed  at  the  diftribution  of  its 
religions.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergy  deferve 
as  well  of  the  ftate,  as  any  other  defcription  of 
men  whatever.  They  have  been  commenda- 
bly  Occupied  in  promoting  the  morals  of  the 
lower  order  of  people,  they  are  with  few  ex¬ 
ceptions  men  of  exemplary  conduct,  and  head¬ 
ed  by  prelates  of  accomplifhed  minds  and  efti- 
mable  virtues. — A  better  government  than 
ours  would  cherifh  this  deferving  order,  they 
are  indebted  to  it  for  the  peaceable  demeanour 
of  an  oppreffed  peafantry;  a  more  enlightened 
people  than  we  are,  would  receive  them  with 
refpedl  and  tendernefs,  not  purfue  them  with  an 
unmeaning  fneer  and  unmerited  contumely — • 
we  fhould  rejoice  in  the  fortunate  arrange¬ 
ment  which  accident  has  offered,  wTe  have  a 
religion  of  naked  fpeculation,  for  thofe  who 
reiiedl ;  a  religion  of  fliew  and  obfervances  for 
thofe  whofe  fenfes  muff  be  flattered.  Inftead 
therefore  of  involving  our  legiflature  in  a  wo¬ 
man’s  quarrel  about  a  boy’s  religion;  it  would 
have  been  more  commendable  to  encourage 
forne  men  of  rank  to  adhere  to  the  religion  of 
their  anceftors.  It  is  ufeful  for  the  people  that 
the  Romilh  religion  be  preferved,  but  it  never 
can  be  maintained  with  refpe6t,  unlefs  it  re¬ 
ceive  a  certain  eclat  from  perfons  of  fuperior 
Ration.  Far 
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Far  be  it  from  me  to  reprehend  the  enligh¬ 
tened  conftancy  exerted  in  obtaining  our  con- 
flitution  ;  the  virtuous  anxiety  which  watches 
over  its  growth  :  or  the  laudable  vigilance 
which  protects  the  infant  Hercules  from  its 
deftroyers  r  no,  I  view  with  enthufiafm  the 
virtue  of  all,  the  wifdom  of  thofe  who  coun- 
felled,  the  fpirit  of  thofe  who  obeyed,  1  feel  an 
honeft  fatisfaclion,  that  I  have  drawn  my 
breath  in  the  prefent  age,  and  anticipate  the 
reverence,  pofterity  will  anew  to  the  afhes  of 
the  men,  who  made  a  boaft  to  be  an  Irifhman.  I 
fhall  ever  rejoice  that  barriers  are  oppofed  to  the 
encroachments  of  power  ;  that  the  temptation, 
becaufe  the  ability  of  men  in  ftation  to  a 61  dif- 
honeftlv  is  abridged.  But  fhall  I  not  in  the 
warmth  of  this  exultation,  call  upon  the  fortu¬ 
nate  of  my  countrymen,  and  conjure  them, 
by  the  fpirit  that  made  them  free,  to  compaffi- 
onate  the  bondage  of  their  brethren — fhall  I 
not  tell  them  that  every  invafion  on  our  own 
rights,  as  it  awakens  the  jealoufy  of  liberty, 
fhould  excite  tendernefs  for  fimilar  viola¬ 
tions — I  may  be  told  the  demand  is  premature, 
can  any  time  be  premature  for  a  great  acf  of 
expediency  and  juftice  ?  nor  can  any  period  be 
lefs  premature  ?  than  a  feafon  of  profound 
tranquillity,  to  revife  our  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  remove  what  the  lapfe  of  years  has 
left  erroneous. — What !  if  I  am  entitled  to  fhoot 
game  on  any  man’s  mannor,  I  final!  be  tenaci¬ 
ous  of  my  right ;  the  law  will  uphold  me, 
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and  will  preferve  me  harmlefs  in  the  extreme 
acts  of  violence,  by  which  I  may  fupport  it. 
And  here  when  the  ftake  is  all  a  man  of  fenfe, 
and  fpirit  can  hold  dear,  are  we  to  be  put  off 
with  frivolous  allegations  ?  what  can  there  be 
in  Ireland  now,  more  than  in  fifty  years  hence, 
why  this  claim  of  juftice  fhould  not  be  enter¬ 
tained  ?  and  either  the  demand  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  admitted,  or  fatisfadtory  reafons  ad¬ 
vanced  for  the  refufal— the  truth  is  the  filent 
acquiefcence  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  is  the 
Rate  fecret,  the  only  motive,  and  indeed  the 
only  j  unification  for  perfifting  in  this  fyflem  ; 
and  until  they  can  colledt  fufficient  refolution 
confiitutionally  to  exprefs  their  feelings,  and 
fufficient  unanimity  to  accompany  the  demand 
with  all  the  influence  their  money  can  beftow, 
every  period  of  redrefs  will  be  unfeafonable.* 
In  the  courfe  of  this  difcufiion  I  have  declin¬ 
ed  any  interference  with  the  abftradi  claim  of 
right,  not  that  I  abandon  the  queftion,  but 
that  I  dread  to  agitate  it,  well  aware  how  the 
principle  may  be  distorted  to  fubvert  any  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  that  many,  and  plauhble  ob- 

*  The  author  withes  to  be  underflood,  no  perfon  can  be  far-* 
ther  from  advifing  violence.  The  fituation  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
does  not  warrant  violence  ;  in  the  prefent  date  of  Ireland,  whilft  they 
may  purfue  their  object  by  means  of  influence,  it  would  be  madnefs 
to  ufe  any  other.  The  author  wifhes  to  imprefs  this  idea  on  the 
Roman  Catholics,  that  unlefs  they  attend  flrenuoufly  to  their  own 
bufinefs,  no  perfon  will  do  it  for  them.  They  certainly  could  not 
prevail  by  diflurbing  the  public  tranquillity.  But  they  ealily  may 
make  themfelves  of  fufficient  confequence  to  have  their  petition 
liitened  to  with  deference. 
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jeclions  mull  lie  againft  my  argument,  if  I  en¬ 
cumbered  it  with  that  affertion.  I  demand 
only  for  the  Roman  Catholics  that  if  not  at¬ 
tainted  of  any  crime,  (and  I  know  not  that  they 
are  convicted)  they  be  admitted  to  the  benefit 
of  that  protection  f  which  is  neceffary  to  en¬ 
courage  enterprize  and  give  content  to  compe¬ 
tence.  That  their  induftry  or  the  exercife  of 
their  talents  be  not  reftriCled  ;  that  property  in 
their  hands  be  not  denied  its  natural  influence; 
that  they  fhould  not  by  a  reiteration  of  wrongs, 
and  falfe  charges  be  compelled  in  faCt  to  adopt 
the  principles  imputed  to  them  ;  and  really  to 
become  the  heinous  delinquents  they  have 
been  reprefented. — Is  it  pofhble  that  in  a  nati¬ 
on  which  obfcure  and  unknown  has  by  the 
force  of  fpirit  and  principle  burft  fuddenly  in¬ 
to  importance  ?  whilft  with  few  exceptions, 
the  men  are  ftill  alive  who  aCted  the  principal 
party  in  that  glorious  revolution  ;  and  amid  ft 
the  patriot  bands  who  gave  energy  to  their  ex¬ 
ertions  :  Is  it  poflible  I  ihould  be  neceffitated 
to  remind  them,  that  a  Roman  Catholic,  an 
honeft  man,  paying  taxes,  and  fubmitting  to 
the  ordinances  of  the  Rate,  is  entitled  to  fome 

f  The  author  haviDg  in  another  place  (introduction)  diftinguhhed. 
between  power  and  protection  ;  thinks  it  better  to  define  his  mean¬ 
ing. — Under  the  corporation  a£t  in  England  the  difienters  have  p~o - 
tedioni  not  power  ;  they  vote  for  counties  as  freeholders,  but  are 
incapacitated  to  vote  for  corporations  as  freemen,  thus  they  have  a 
certain  weight  in  parliament,  but  the  balance  of  power  is  again  ft 
them — He  fuggells  this,  not  that  he  approves  the  fyftem,  but  that  he 
thinks  it  better  than. that  praftifed  with  the  Roman  Catholics. 
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confideration  in  the  fcheme  of  freedom.- — In 
order  to  quicken  them  to  a  common  act  of 
juftice,  mult  I  inform  thefe  men  of  the  whim- 
fical  caprice  of  their  laws,  that  one  or  two  la¬ 
dies  fomewhat  advanced  in  years,  poiTefs  lite- 
rally  a  greater  fhare  of  the  reprefentation,  than 
two  thirds  of  their  fellow  citizens,  men  deno¬ 
minated  by  a  folemn  adt  of  the  legiflature  his 
Majefty  s  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeffis^  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland \ 

Is  the  conftitution  a  barren  tradl  upon  which 
they  dread  too  thickly  to  inhabit  ?  Is  it  there¬ 
fore  a  wafte  becaufe  they  have  buffered  it  to 
over-run  with  weeds  and  brambles  ?  unpro¬ 
ductive,  becaufe  they  neglect  to  raife  beyond  a 
fcanty  fuftenance  ?  do  they  miftake  for  the  par- 
fimony  of  nature,  the  defolation  caufed  by  their 
own  churlifh  prohibition.  Short  lighted  men, 
who  prefer  to  imitate  the  chief  of  favage  ban¬ 
ditti,  fcowling  o’er  the  wildernefs  he  has 
created  around,  rather  than  the  induftrious 
hufbandman,  who  fhares  his  harvelt  with  the 
labourers  he  had  alfociated,  to  clear  the  foil, 
or  to  reclaim  it ;  can  they  not  perceive  that  to 
liberty,  as  to  parent  earth,  the  cultivator’s  toil 
is  a  grateful  oblation,  and  rewarded  with  a 
ten-fold  return  of  abundance  ;  more  liberal  of 
her  gifts,  more  profufe  of  her  enjoyments,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  and  affiduity  of  thofe 
who  folicit  them. 
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Introduce  Page  2,  for  Que,  read  Quae 

Page  i,  for  whereas,  read  where,  as 

Page  4,'  line  ^  dele  comma  after  integrity 

Ibid  line  8‘,  after  genius ,  read  ftrength 

Page  12,  for  mafs ,  Tead  matter 

Page  14,  for  one's  inter ejl ,  read  a  man’s  intereft 

Page  16,  line*  1 3,  after  not ,  a  comma 

Page  23,  line  2*5,  for  to  weak,  read  to  weather 

Page  29,  line  8,  for  Ireland ,  read  Britain 

Page  34,  line  15,  dele  0/' 

Page  35,  line  32,  for  emerge ,  read  merge 
Page  387  line  1,  for  read  are  to  be 
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